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SPANISH AMERICA.—M. DE PRADT. 

The latest intelligence which we have received 
from South America acquaints us with the fact, 
that General Bolivar, with the independent for- 
ces under his command, had made himself mas- 
ter of the town of Angostura, on the banks of 
the river Oronoco. It is also added, that the pat- 
riot admiral Brion had been obliged to depart 
from the Island of Margarita, and that his inten- 
tion was to steer for a place of rendezvous in the 
vicinity of Bolivar’s new position. 

If this account be true—and we have no reason 


““*at™present to doubt it—ittends to prove, in the 


absctice +f fnorg, pameutar inf@fmation, that the 
ifdependent party have bech compelled to eVvatu- 
“\ate, the provi Santa Martha, Venezue! 
and Cumana, and to take refuge in Spanish Gui- 
ana. This would seem to augur ill for the cause 
of South American independence upon the At- 
lantic coast : but the scene of revolution is so ex- 
tensive, that insurrection may “Be suppressed in 
one quarter and,still prevail ini another. 

A writer has recently appeared, who has thrown 
considerable light upon the question’ now de 
pending between the Spaniards of ‘America and 
those of Europe > He is a Frenclhimangof the name 
cf De Praiie, "and he discusses the subject with 
unusual boldness and candor; which every one 
will allow who“has read his arguments, and are 
informed that he belongs to the order of Priests 
and is a Bourbon Royalist. This author reasons 
dius: , ’ 

Spanish America must, sooner or later, be in- 
dependent: it is in the order of nature. that she 
sheuld be so. The .principles of scpargitign are 
too deeply implanted in the minds of the Ameri- 
cans ever to be eradjgated. They may be defeat- 

- edinstheir object now; but they will, from time 
to tithesmene w e attempt, and finally ghey must 
succeed.” Y t , 
awkward in fitting out maritime expeditions; be- 
sides, they want pecuniary means: these means 
they can chiefly derive only front America, and, in 
consequence of tlie state’ of revolution there, 
they ate gnaifly Withheld. The population of 
Spanish America is superior to that of Old Spain. 

. lt is as fifteen are. to eleven. It has the advan- 
‘tage of being habituated to the climate, which is 
destructive of the European Spaniards.. The sol- 
dietaofOld Spain, who are sent Wcombat the re- 
volellagts, will either speedily find their graves, 
or they Will be won over to thgleause of indepen- 
dence by Margesses and the many Advantages with 
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which the independents have it in their power tof « 
allure them. The inhabitants of Spanish Ameri 
ca are no longer mere Indians: they are, in a am : 
great measure, of the genuine Iberian blood. Jt yy ey 
is not, with that part of the globe, at this day, as” -” 
it was in the times of Cortes and Pizarro. In’ 
America they inherit the spirit, and are, in a cer- 
tain degree, acquainted with the arts and the 
sciences of Europe. The flame of*insurrect 

is universal: subdue it in on¢ province, it ¥ 

still exist in another, and in places where‘ it j 





extinct it will be rekipdled from the fires w a 
contimue to blaze in other parts. Could Spain re- © get! 
conguey her colonies, she could not retain them 9 
in suby ction without guagding them by militaty a 


force in evéry quarter: and how can she furnish 
trodps sufficiently numerous for such a”purpose ? 
Should she tyy the experiment, slfe will depopu- 
late herself once more, as shé did at the period ...« 
of her first settlements in the westernghemis- _ so 
phere.* It is for the interest of the United States 

and of Brasil that the whole continent of Ameri- 

ca should be independent of Europe: the pros- * 
perity of those two sections of America will per- 
petually excite the Spanish colonies to new ef- 
forts to liberate themselves from the yoke of tha? 
mother countty.' The desire foréndépendence 
is strengthened by motives of self-interest; for, 
under the dominion of Spain, Ameri¢a is €xclt- 
‘ded from trading with the rest of the world ;* 
whereas, in a state of independence, she would 
have a free commercial intercourse with all na- 
tions. Ift Spain continues the war against the 
Patriots, both royalty and the Catholic religion 
will be put in jeopardy. The priests are gene- 
rally the friends of arbitrary power ,;, they fgvar 
the cause of Old Spain to the detriment of the 
colonists, and.the Americans will be glad to get 
rid ef them and to estublisha more liberal system 
Christian worship. The Spanish America _. 

il, fim the oppressionsgphich they have epe- 

rienced under a monarchy, be naturally inclined ” 
to republicanism; and if-*they should prosper 

under that form of goveriinent, whilst the, sub- 

jects of European sovereigns are oppressed and 
rendered miserable under the. forms of royalty, 


* 


* It isa remarkable fact in statistical history, that, whil® , 
France and England count “150 souls to ‘the square mi 
Spain reckons only 75. Writers who have investigated * 
subject have been puzzled to account for this ditference : 
some have attributed it to-the expulsion of the Moors: some 
to Ue bigotry: and tyranny of the Spanish government ; others 
to the terrors inspired ‘by the Inquisition; and De Pradt 
aseribes it to the great numbers of apamiende drawn off to 
lonize America. it may, perhaps, have been a cor‘ ‘ 
of ali these causes Uiat produced & deficieney in the 
ticmof Spain. 
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» which has already suspended the coinage at the 
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* America farnjshes gold and silver, which cannot 


"by the monopolists of Cadiz. All this money 





the example of the former might be fatal to the 
latter. It is ‘absurd to expect that almost an en- 
tire continent in America should be governed by | 
a small kingdom in Europe, whose extent is not 


so great as some of the provinces of that conti- | 
nent; and if the case were reversed, and any por- 


tion of Europe held*in subjection by America, 
the remainder of Europe would exert itself to” 
the utmost to compel the Americans to relin- 
quish their jurisdiction. The Americans have as 
much right to govern themselves as Europe has 
to be governed by her own inhabitants; and the 
Imighty could never have intended that Ameri- 
2 Should exist for the sole benefit of Spain. 

Such, in brief, is the reasoning of M. de Pradt, 
ewhich we collect from copious translations that 
have appeared in the National Intelligencer. M. 
de Pradt, however, thinks that Europe has a very 
deep interest in the depending questién. It is 
from America that the precious metals are obtain- 
ed: these metals enter into the revenue of all 
modern governments : into the pecuniary con- 
cerns of individuals ; are the basis of the commerce 
of the whole world, and are indispensable in the 
trade With Asia. On this account, he thinks, the 
powers of Europe ought to arbitrate between the 
parties, and interfere to put an end to the contest 


mint of Mexico, and thereby materially affected 
the current money of all nations. It is because 


be readily obtained in sufficient, quantities else- 
where, that Europe has a right to interpose in 
the quarrel: otherwise, he conceives, she would 
have no right to intermeddle. Were America 
to withhold the usual supplies of the precious me- 
tals, the nations of the earth would revert to the 
condition in which they were when Columbus first 
discovered the western world, and would have to 
forego much of the wealth and’ most of the 
establishments which that discovery has produced. 
It must be allowed that these considerations of 
M.de Pradt are very weighty; and if they are 
qeighty as it regards other nations, they are 
particularly so as it respects Spain. Ever since | 
the first settlement of America by the Spaniards, 
they have drawn from thence the means of sup- 
porting their governmient in Europe. Many mil- 
lions of dollars have been, heretofore, annually 
shipped from the Spanish colonies to the mother 
country, partly the property of the crown, and 
“partly returns for merchandize exported thither 





found its way, in one shape or another, into the 
Spanish treasury. The independence of Ameri- 
ca would entirely subtract from Spain these year- 
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tain their government at home. This taxa- 
tion, being a new and grievous thing, would 
render his catholic majesty’s subjects uneasy ; 
and.is it going beyond the beands of ‘probability, 
to suppose that, in the end, this uneasiness 
might lead to rebellion and revolution? If this re- 
flection be just, the Spanish crown has much more 
at stake than the preservation of its colonies: 
pupon the issue would depend the burdensome 
prerogatives of the monarch, the odious privi- 
leges of the nobility, and the domineering. influ- 
ence of the higher orders of the clergy ; for the 
people, groaning under a load of taxes, would, 
like Sampson, pull down the whole fabric of gov- 
ernment, at once to revenge and relieve them- 
selves. 

Among other topics, M. de Pradt treats of the 
probable destiny» of the United States. He im- 
agines that the people of which they are com- 
posed will eventually give the law to the whole 
of the northern part of America, and that they 
will, at no very distant day, be so powerful that 
they will.change the political face of the globe : 
but he deems the country too extensive to remain 
very long under one government; and that, as 
soon as it is well peopled, it will separate; as will 
also, in his opinion, Russia and the Spanish colo- 
nies, from the same cause. M. de Pradt even goes 
so far as to point out the Apalachian mountains 
as the dividing line ; and seems, in that respect, 
to have imbibed the notions of one or two solitary 
writers who have appeared, and disappeared, 
among ourselves. But his suggestions on this 
branch of his subject. betray, in our opinion, a 
want of precise information as to the nature of 
the institutions of the United States, He assumes 
a gencral position, aud reasons from it, without 
adverting to, ! »cause, it is likely, he did not 
know, the various circumstances that exist to 
qualify it. 

This work of M. de Pradt’s is well worth 
an attentive perusal. The translations which 
have already appeared (although, perhaps, the 
most interesting part of the performance) serve 
nly asa provocative to the desire of secing the 
whole of it in an English version. We hope, in 
such adress, it may soon be for sale in the shops 
of the booksellers. rag 





FOR THE NATIONAL fecterem. ‘ 
THE FATAL CONSEQUENCES OF LUXURY. 
LETTER IT. 


To be thus is nothing ; 
But to be safely thus 





ma Macbeth. 
We are a nation of politicians and genera read- 
ers; but it may be suspected that we reatl more 
than we reficct—that we are more versed in books 








ly supplies: the European Spaniards would have 
to be doubly or trebly taxed, in order to mi. 


- . . * ‘ 
than happy in our application of th@ir contcnts 
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‘us with a daily surfeit of eulogy,* on the felicities 
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to the useful purpéses of life, and that we derive 
more amusement and ornamental glare from our 
studies than solid instruction or practical improve- 
ment; our tongues move “as fast as mill-wheels | 
strike,” on national subjects, on the glories of li- 

berty, and on the grandeur and splendor of the 
ancient republics; knowledge, and particularly 
‘historical and political knowledge, is far more dif- 
fused among our citizens than among any other 
people on the face of the earth—and yet, our con- 
duct in many of the most important concerns of life, 
bears little or no trace of any salutary influence 
from that knowledge. Our ardent fondness for our 
government is evinced by a jealousy (felt by some, 
by some affected) bordering upon absurdity, of 
assault where there is no reasonable cause to sus- 
pect any, while we seem utterly insensible to the 
actual dangers that closely beset it. We talk till 
we are breathless, and our newspapers almost kill 


and perfections of our republican institutions ; 
and all the while we but abuse those blessings, 
like a spendthrift‘heirto an unexpected estate, 
wasting them in prodigal excesses, mindful only 
of the day that passes over us—utterly regardless 
of the future, and solely intent upon swelling the 
amount of present enjoyment, without seeming 
to care how long it will last, or adopting any ra- 
tional means to secure a perpetuation of its advan- 
tages. For how many years have we been mutually 
criminating and recriminating, stinging and goad- 
ing, and vituperating and impeaching each other 
of treacherous designs against this happy state of 
things, by which all benefit alike, so that, judging 
from our representations, foreigners must sup- 
pose us to be a race of malcontents and trai- 
tors? How constently have European nations 
themselves come in for a share of this ludicrous 
jealousy? And yet we never think of look- 
ing to the certain source of decay—to the on- 
ly quarter where alone danger can be appre- 
hended—I mean our own hearts, devoted as they 
are to the indulgence of vanity, intemperance, 
sensuality, and aristocratic ostentation and parade, 
even to a greater degree, in proportion to our 
means, than those pernicious vices are indulged 
jn at the great head-quarters of luxury, Paria and 
London; with this difference moreover, to our 
disadvantage, that in those places the plague is 
confined to the highest classes, and to persons of 
extreme opulence; whereas, here, it essentially 
pervades the whole social mass. We keep our eyes 
fixed on the top of our ramparts, expecting to see 
hostile scaling ladders, and make a mighty stir in 
batricecing the gates, or look with vacant gape 
into the air for enemies coming, like the glums and 





. Meridans meseres etambe repetita aces 


Juverih 
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gawries of Peter Wilkins, on wing’ to attack our 
institutions, while, without an effort to prevent 
it, we suffer the ground on which these institu- 
tions are built to be mined, and their very foun- 
dations to be sapped by that host of insidious and 
deadly enemies, our appetites, our passions, and our 
exorbitant pride. 


By what shall we be instructed if we are deaf to 
the warning voice of history, if we neglect to profit 
by the dearly purchased experience of mankind, 
and disdain to shape our conduct by the examples 
of past ages? If the admonitions of the best and 
wisest men in ancient gnd modern. times, even 
those of the sacred writers themselves, are heard 
without improvement—if the voice of all the best 
ages of the world (on this subject uniform even 


to monotony) rings in our ears, but rings in vain, . 


the same, sad, solemn—God grant, not to.usomin- 
ous toll, that the gulf of luxury is the ordained 
sepulchre of all republics, what can we expect 
but to perish by the same means? If history an- 
nounces to us that her voluminous records con- 
tain not one single instance of a republi¢ having 
survived the consuming gripe of luxury—that 
Greece, the fairest queen of arms and arts—that 
Rome, the wonder and terror of the world, alike 
withered at its very touch, and each, too, at am 
era when the consolidating power of time, and 
all the guards and outworks, which genius, indus- 


try, enterprise, military habits, and unbounded “ 


prosperity could accumulate around them for 
ages, had given such strength to the textute of 
their state as to promise security from decay or 
accident, I would ask upon what imaginable 
scheme of reasoning—upon what extravagance of 
self deception—upon what vague presumption of 
a hope, intoxicated by prosperity, and rendered 
insane by the abuse of it, can we flatter ourselves 
with the expectation of escaping a fate that seems 
to be projected by Providence for the control of 
human arrogance, or of reconciling, in our own 
cases, two things so unalterably hostile as luxury 
and republican freedom ? Or how shall we atone 
to our country, or to mankind—by what sacrifices 
expiate—by what ablutions or purgations wash 
ourselves clear of the guilt of having destroyed, 
ere yet it reached manhood, the fairest and no 
blest offspring of liberty that ever adorned the 
world ; and that merely for the gratification of 
a train of sinful, selfish, unmanly passions? 


This is a subject respecting whichnot one hook 
is left to hang a doubt upon. - It is ascertained, 
with the precision of legal evidence, that not only 
the ancient republics fell victims merely to luxury, 
but that the commencement of their decline took 
place exactly at the point of time where that fatal _ 
change from simplicity to luxury began. The 
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line is as distinctly marked in those histories as 
that between the sound and unsound flesh ina 
mortified limb. In the history of Greece, for ex- 
ample, we see the most extraordinary instance of 
repulflican virtue that even the human imagina- 
tion can conceive, in the extreme popularity of 
that legislator, whose laws for the repression of 
licentiousnes and vice, were so severe that they 
were said to be written in letters of blood. The 
code of Solon, which succeeded that of Draco, was 
of a much milder kind, and though that wonderful 
legislator was supposed to be rather disposed to 
voluptuousness, he was so convinced of the dan- 
gerous tendency of luxury, that in framing that 
code which has ever since been the object of 
wonder to the world,, and is still a model of imi- 
tation to Jaw makers,* he shaped his laws to pre- 
vent idleness, to encourage industry, to inculcate 
temperance, and to repress luxury and extrava- 
gance, directing them rather to the preventicn 
than the punishment of crimes. To that end every 
citizen was compelled to exercise some trade or 
profession, in order, as Solon declared, to prevent 
not only the negative evil of sloth, but the positive 
one of active criminality, which arises from luxury 
and intemperance. To every species of debauch- 
ery and extravagance he applied a severe correc- 
tive, and the magistrates were compelled to watch 
the first buddings of evil practice in the citizens, 
in order to interpose their coercive authority be- 
fore they rose into crimes. 


For more“than a century after the death of So- 
lon, the people of Athens preserved their habits of 
temperance and their purity untainted, maintain- 
ed their independence in full vigor, and kept the 
neighboring princes in awe. Thus they continu- 
ed to rise in wealth and power, till their very 
prosperity became the root of their destruction. 
Enriched by their victories over the Persians, by 
the plunder of camps, and the spoils of sacked 
towns and cities, the Athenians began to set less 
value on the virtues to which they were indebted 
for their greatness, gradually acguired a relish 
for the empoisoning sweets of luxury, and a dis- 
gust for their simple and salutary habits of frugal- 
ity and toil, while their ambitious demagogues 
whose sole object was the attainment of power, 
and who knew that their easiest access to that 
object was through the vitiation of the people’s 
morals and habits, nourished in them that fatal 


* Dr. Gillies speaking of Solon and his wonderful code of 
laws, says, “ His institutions tranfused into the Roman taw, 
served, after an interval of above sixteen hundred years, to 
abolish the barbarous practices of the Gothic nations, and to 
introduce justice, security, and refinement, among the modern 
iihabsants of Europe.” And, speaking of that part of it 
Which treats of what judge Biackstoue cails * private wrongs,” 
and the eiviians term“ actions,” Gibbon says, “* On this prin- 
cipie,” viz. that every injury done ‘must be redressed, * the 
civilians of every country have erected a similar jurispru- 
denge, the fur goneMasion of nuiversal reason and justice,”’ 
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propensity, and had recourse to every artifice to 
promote an universal corruption. 
. 


In this state was Athens when Pericles arose. — 
To as great ambition and principles of equal lax- 
ity, hé united a genius of immeasurable superiori- 
ty to his predecessors; and being resolved to 
make popularity his ladder to eminence, he, in the 
usual form ofall insidious demagogues, administer- 
ed to the vanity of the people, purveyed for their 
passions, and not only fed their worst appetites, 
but stimulated them by every possible provoca- 
tive. Finding himself thwarted by the virtuous 
Thucydides, who endeavored to expose to the 
Athenians the profligacy of his purposes, he felt 
that he could only baffle his adversary by calling 
off their attention to some more attractive object. 
Profoundly versed in the human heart, he knew 
that the surest way to rule the people was to cor- 
rupt their morals, and that the direct way to cor- 
rupt their morals was to introduce LuxurY among 
them. Shallower politicians than him were aware 
that the great master passion of our species is the 
love of pleasure ; and that pleasure to excess, ne- 
ver fails to prostrate the understanding and to 
debase the moral sentiments; but Pericles saw 
farther: ne knew that its effects upon the lower 
classes would be more irresistible, more rapid, 
and more incurably deleterious, as the coarseness 
of their taste could not be cloyed by any excess 
of it, or disgusted by its worst grossness ; and as 
they had neither foresight to anticipate its evil 
consequences, nor fortitude to prevent its usurp- 
ing the most despotic dominion over their hearts 
and habits. To the passions of the multitude, 
therefore, Pericles applied his machinations, and 
had the address to engage them in a perpetual 
round of dissipation and pleasure ; lavishing away 
the public treasure in providing them with amuse 
ment. .The plunder of the Persians was wasted 
in multiplying theatres for the gratuitous admis- 
sion of the poorer citizens ; vast sums were squan- 
dered on feasts and revels, on dancers and but- 
foons for the gross merriment of the populace ; 
the refinements of cookery were exerted and fo- 
reign delicacies were imported to gratify and vi- 
tiate their palates ; and, to finish the work of ruin, 
the. most beatiful courtezans were drawn to the 
city, and their natural attractions augmented by 
eyery meretricous artifice of costly dresses and 
rich perfumes. Too profound an adept in his arts 
to omit that master key to the passions, that melt- 
ing enchantment before which we pitiful hearted 
creatures of clay, melt like butter before the sun, 
music—he stormed the ears of the citizens with 
daily repetitions of melody, till their rugged 
souls felt as if “lap’d in Elysium.” In, a avord, 
he indulged them, without expense or exertion 
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on their part, in every thing that could intoxicate 
their senses, or gratify their vanity. Succeeding 
demagogues followed the example set by Pericles 
—an inundation of luxury was poured in upon 
the country, and the capability of maintaining 
its freedom and independence vanished. A vi- 
CIOUS PEOPLE NEVER CAN BE FREE—THEIR PAS- 
SIONS FONGE THEIR FETTERS. 

What a spectacle! A, democracy distinguished 
for genius, for valor, for power, for the growth of 
science, for the cultivation of eloquence anc po- 
etry, for munificent encouragement of the fine 
arts, and above.all for the ardent love of liberty ; 
the nurse of soldiers and statesmen—the prolific 
mother of heroes—the heroes of Marathon, Sala- 
mis, Platea, Mycale—the cradle of philosophy and 
philosophers—of Socrates, Plato, Aristotle, Xen- 
ophon—in one comprehensive word, ATHENS, re- 
' duced mevely by the blighting hand of luxury, 
to the lowest debasement of which man or na- 
tions are susceptible—its citizens at last sunk to 
the degradation of being fed at the public expense, 
like the modern Lazaroni of Naples; nay worse, 
if worse can bé imagined—so utterly depraved 
and emasculated, as to accept amusement as an 
alms, and to become objects of a fund established 
by the influence of their demagogues, for afford- 
ing them gratuitous admission to the theatres!! 


What was the consequence? out of this uni- 
versal laxity and a daily increasing appetite for 
gross debauchery, a more universal profligacy, and 
a more undisguised practice of corruption arose. 
To all sensual men, but more particularly to vulga- 
rity thoroughly sensualized, the love of country is 
nothing when opposed by present gratification — 
Every hand in Athens was open for a bribe, and 
nothing was wanting to the complete extinction 
of the republic, but an ambitious, bold, and cun- 
ning foreign enemy ; and him they soon fuund in 
Philip of Macedon. Each succeeding day they 
became more devotedly the brutalized tools of 
their favorite demagogues, while those dema- 
gogues were, all the time, the subservient agents 
of Philip. In vain Demosthenes raised his mighty 
eloquence to resist the corruption that prevailed, 
to rouse the Athenians to a sense of their danger, 
and to expose the pernicious machinations of the 
Macedonian tyrant—his eloquence, even is, 
was no match for the senswality of that fallen peo- 
ple. Vitiated by the practice of luxury, beyond 
the possibility of cure ; a dinner was more impor- 
tant in their eyes, than Athens—a theatrical spec- 
tacle or a song, more precious than liberty ; and, 
sofar from being able to save his country, De- 
mosthenes could only by swallowing poison, save 
himself,from the ignominy of being betrayed by 
his ungrate*ul countrymen to perpetual imprison- 
me nt or death—in short, from the disgrace of fall. 
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ing into the hands of Philip, who .by the battle 
of Cheronea, decisively extinguished the liberties 
of Athens, and the independence of all Greece. 

This is a most afflicting picture, but it is a cor- 
rect one. To Americans it presents: am awful 
lesson, and ought to be kept continually :in their 
view. Could the whole be compressed into one , 
short, comprehensive sentences that sentence 
ought to be inscribed in large letters at the en- 
trance of every city, town, and village in the Uni- 
ted States. Unhappy, ill-fated Greece, which at 
this moment, after a lapse of two thousand years, 
remains a monument of the vengeance of Heaven 
upon national luxury. For I do believe that if the 
whole globe were measured over, step by step, 
there could not be found upon it one spot where 
civilization had ever prevailed, inhabited by so 
miserable, forlorn, and abject a race as that onge” 
most favored portion of the ‘earth. 

My next will contain a no less impressive pic- 
ture of the fatal effects of luxury upon that stupen- 
dous power, the Roman republic. 

LUCILIUS:” 





DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE. 


FROM’ THE FREEMAN’S JOURNAL. a: 
Philadelphia, June 16, 1817. 
Messrs. M‘Corkle & Son: * 

GrntLemeNn.—Several applications having been 
recently made to me to state the errors which I 
had observed, and ofter mentioned, in the publi- 
cations of the names of the members of the Con- 
tinental Congress, who declared in favour of° 
the Independence of the United States, on the 
4th of July, 1776—1 have not, at present, suffici- 
ent health and leisure to reply severally to each 
application. There can be but one correct state- 
ment of facts: one public statement, therefore, 
through the press will serve the purpose of, the 
gentlemen who have made the request, and may 
also give satisfaction to the minds of others, who 
have turned their thoughts upon the subject. If 
Iam correct in my statement, it may be of use to 
future historians: ifnot, my errors-can be readily 
corrected. I wish, therefore, by means of your 
paper, tomake the following statement of the 
facts, within my knowledge, relative to the sub- 
ject ef enquiry : 

On Monday, the Ist day of July, 1776, the ar- 
guinents in Congress, for and against the Decla- 
ration of Independence, having been exhausted, 
and the measure fully considered, the Congress 
resolved itself into a committee of the whole ;*the 
question was put by the chairman, and all the 
States voted in the affirmative, except Pennsyl- 
vania, which was in the negative, adi, Delaware, 
which was equally divided. Pennsylvania, at that 
time, had seven members, viz. John Morton, 
Benjamin Franklin, James Wilson, John Dickin- 
son, Robert Morris, Thomas Willing, and Charles 
Humphreys. All were present on the Ist of July, 
and the three first named voted for the Declava- 
tion of Independence, the remaining four against 
it. The state of Delaware had three members, 
Casar Rodney, George Read and myself. George 





Read and I were present. I voted for it, George 
Read against it. When the president resyned 
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his chair, the chairman of the committée of the 
whole made his report, which was not acted upon 
until Thursday, the 4th of July. In the mean 
tinle I had written to press the attendance of 
Czsar Rodney, the third delegate from Dela- 
ware, who appeared early on that day at the 
state-house, in his place. When the Congress 
assembled, the question was put on the report of 
the committee of the whole, and approved by 
every State. Of the members from Pennsylvania, 
the three first, as before, voted in the affirmative 
and the two last in the negative. John ‘ickinson 
and Robert Morris were not present, and did not 
take their seats on that day. Czsar Rodney, for 
the state of Delaware, voted with me in the affirm- 
ative, and George Read in the negative. 

Some months after this, 1 saw printed publica- 
tions of the names of those gentlemen who had, 
as it was said, voted for the Declaration of Inde-' 
pendence, and observed that my own name was 
omitted. Iwas nota little surprised at, nor could 
. Paccount for the omission ; because | knew that 
ofthe 24th of June preceding, the deputies from 
the committees of Pennsylvania, assembled in 
provincial conference, held at the Curpenter’s Hall, 
Philadelphia, which had met on the 18th, & chosen 
me their president, had unanimously declared their 
willingness to concur in a vote of the Congress, 
declaring the United Colonies free and indepen- 
dent states, and had ordered their declaration to 
be signed, and their president to deliver it into 
Congress, which accordingly I did the day fol- 
Jowing : 1 knew also, that a regiment of associa- 
tors, of which I was colonel, had, at the end of 
May before, unanimously made the same decla- 
ration. These circumstances were mentioned at 
the time to gentlemen of my acquaintance. The 
error remained uncorrected till the year 1781, 
when I was appointed to publish the laws of Penn- 
sylvania, to which | prefixed the Declaration of 
Independence, and inserted my own name, with 
the nanres of my colleagues. Afterwards, in 
1797, when the late A. J. Dallas, Esq. then Se- 
cretaty of the Commonwealtli was appointed to 
publish an edition of the laws, on comparing the 
names published as subscribed to the Declaration 
of Independence, he observed a variance, and 
the omission, in some publications, of the name 
of Thomas M‘Kean ; having procured a certificate 
from the Secretary of Siute, that the name of 
‘Thomas M-Kean was affixed in his own hand writ- 
ing to the original Declaration of Independence, 
though omitted in the journals of Congress, Mr. 
Dallas then requested an explanation of this cir- 
cumstance from me, and from my answer to this 
application, the following extracts were taken 
and published by Mr. Dallas in the appendix to 
the first volume of his edition of the laws : 

“For several years past I have been taught to 
think less unfavorably of scepticism than formerly. 
So many things have been misrepresented, missta- 
ted, and erroneously printed (with seeming au- 
thenticity) under my own eyes, as in my opinion 
to render those who doubt of every thing, not al- 
together inexcusable. The publication of the 
declaration of independence on the fourth day of 
July, 1776, as printed in the journals of Congress, 
vol. 2, p. 242, &c. and also in the acts of most pub- 
lic bodiesy since, so far as respects the names of 
the delegates or deputies who made that decla- 
ration, has led to the above reflection. By the 
printed publications referred to, it would appear 
us if the fifty-five gentlémen whose names are 
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there printed, and none other, were on that day 
personally present in Congress, and assenting to 
the declaration; whereas the truth is otherwise. 
The following gentlemen were not members on 
the fourth of July 1776, namély, Mathew Thorn- 
ton, Benjamin Rush, George Clymer, James 
Smith, George Taylor, and George Ross, Es- 
quires. The five last named were not chosen 
legates until the twentieth of that month ; the 
first, not until the twelfth day of September fol- 
lowing, nor did he take his seat in Congress until 
the fourth of November, which was four months 
after. The journals of Congress, vol. 2d, pages 
277, 442, as well as those of the assembly of the 
state of Pennsylvania, page 53, and of the general 
assembly of New-Hampshire, establish these facts. 
Although the six gentlemen named had been ve- 
ry active in the American cause, and some of them, 
to my own knowledge warmly in favor of its inde- 
pendence, previous to the day on which it was de- 
clared, yet I personally know that none of them 
were in Congress on that day. 

** Modesty should not rob any man of his just 
honor, when, by that honor, his modesty cannot 
be offended. My name is not in the printed jour- 
nals of Congress, as a party to the declaration of 
independence, and this, like an error in the first 
concoction, has vitiated most of the subsequent 
publications, and yet the fact is, that I was then a 
member of Congress, from the state of Delaware, 
was personally present in Congress, and voted in fa- 
vor of independence on the fourth day of July, 
1776, and signed the declaration after it had been 
engrossed on parchment, where my name, in my 
own hand writing, still appears. Henry Wisner, 
of the state of New York, was also in Congress, 
and voted for independence. 

“1 do not know how the misstatement in the 
printed journals has happened. The manuscript 
public journal, has no names annexed to the de- 
claration of independence, nor has the secret jour- 
nal; but it appears by the lattcr, that on the 
nineteenth day of July, 1776, the Congress, di- 
rected that it should be engrossed on parchment, 
and signed by every member, and that it was so 
produced on the second of August and signed. 
This is interlined in the secret journal, in the 
hand writing of Charles Thompson, Esq. the se- 
cretary. The present secretary of state of the 
United States, and myself, have lately inspected 
the journals, and seen this. The journal was first 
printed by Mr. John Dunlap, in 1778, and, pro- 
bably, copies with the names then signed to it 
were printed in August, 1776, and that Mr Dun- 
lap printed the names from one of them.” 

Your most obedient servant, 
THOS. M‘KEAN. 





SOUTH AMERICAN AFFAIRS. 


We have been politely furnished by a gentle- 
man who arrived in the Bay in the Buenos Ayrean 
brig Patriota, (says the Baltimore American) with 
the following interesting information relative to 
the affairs in South America: 

* On Ist of June inst. aSpanish squadron passed 
the Island of Margaretta, consisting of 20 sail and 
2590 men, under the Bourbon Flag, and anchored 
in Cumana, after plundering several fishing beats 
and pressing a number of fishermen and commit- 
ting numerous other depredations against the ci- 
tizens ; by the last’ account they had not, disem- 
batked, as they were in an unhealthy gtate, and 
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finding that Gen. Arismendi was determined to 

dispute the ground with them. 

A few days previous to the sailing of Admiral 
Brion, from Pampatar, he: received despatches 
from Gen. Bolivar, requesting two men of war and 
four gun-boats to enter the Oronoko in order to 
intercept the royal tyrants of Spain, which em- 
barked in some merchant vessels from the Gua- 
yanas previous to its capture, and now laying at 
Angostura, with all their riches, supposed to 
amount to four millions of dollars. 

Gen. Bolivar only awaits the answer of Admiral 
Brion, to.advance on Angostura, the only place 
that remains in the hand of the.tyrants in that 
quarter where there remains no doubt of his 
success.” 

ARMY. 

A list and situation of the Refublican Armies of 
South America, in the Provinces of Venezuela 
and Guayana: 

General Simon Bolivar, at the head of the main 
army, his head quarters at the Meza before An- 
gostura, besieging new and old Guayana, with 
the divisions under Generals Piar, Arismendi, Ce- 
deno, Bermudez, Valdez—strong about 7000 men, 
infantry and cavalry. 

General Paes with the armies of Lower Apure, 
about 6000 strong mostly cavalry. 

General Surasa, at Chayana, in the Province of 
Barcelona, rear of Caraccas, with cavalry and 
about 600 infantry. 

General Monagas, in the rear of Barcelona, with 
700 cavalry and 300 infantry. 

General Marino, in the Province of Cumana, 
with 2500 infantry and 3u0 cavalry. 

General Raxas, at Maturin, with 700 cavalry 
and 200 infantry. 

NAVY. 


with a complement of 3500 men, destined for the 

Oronoke —sailed from Carupano on the 6th of 

June, 1817 :-— 

Sloops of war.—Congress, Indio, Libre. 

Brigs—America, Libre, Conquestador, Vali- 
ente, Terrible, Formidable, Carpolican. 

Hermaphvodite Superbe. 

Schooners—Centaur, Jupiter, Guerriere, Brion, 
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ed immovable until the 11th, at 12 o'clock, when 
our advance observing parties, in San Miguel, 
were apprised of the apprdach of the enemy to 
that place—whatever efforts the army could make 
to occupy the Grand Bank, situated between him | 
and that place, we never could sueceed, because 
he had anticipated our arrival there : it 4 
therefore, necessary that the army should make 
a movement upon the left, in order to take pos~ 
session of the other bank, less spacious but 
equally level and clear—in executing this maneu- 
vre, the enemy, who was in front, formed him- 
self in close column, detached%$0 hussars to mo- 
lest us in the rear, when his Excellency marched 
in person with a picquet of his guard, and checked 
them—our line of battlé being formed, the various 
corps of the army were placed according to the 
following order: The battalion of the leeward 
under the orders of Col. Chipia, to the right ; 
that of honor of the commander in chief under 
those of the Col. Salon in the centre—to the left 
that of the conquered Guayana, commanded by” ™~ 
the Col. ‘Torris : the escadron of dragoons by the: 
general in chief, under the orders of the com- 
mandant Mina, to the right of the battalion of 
the leeward—the graduated Col. Hernandez, with 
that of Chavaripa, to the left of that of the con- ' 
quered Guayana, and that of Cayeara in the. re- 
serve, under the orders of the temporary com- 
mandant Riobueno. The hussars being driven, 
aud our line established, the column of the ene- 
my, preceded by a guerilla of 180 chasseurs, 
and supported in his flanks by 180 horsemen, put 
itself in motion, turning obliquely in order to take 
us in flank by our left—then his Excellency gave 
orders to the army to file off by that wing in order 
to occupy the height of the bank,‘ toward which 
the enemy was directing his march—on our arrival 
at the spot our left met the enemy at half gun 
shot: it fronted him, made the first discharge and 
without tarrying and making another fire with fixed 
bayonet and supported by our centre, charged the 
front of the column. 

Our right attacked the left flan:—the escadrons 
under the order of the Major General, attacked 
on the left, and his Excellency, with an escadron of 
his guard on the rear, where the enemy’s cavalry 





Gen. Marino, Tarta, Gen. Arismendi, Constitu- 
tion, General Carasa, Condor, Venganza, Cone- 
sor. : 

Sloop Aurora. 

- Gun-Boats—St. Anna, Una Del Sna Del Vaile, 
La Perla, Devastadora, Felix, St. Joseph, Veinga- 
dor, Gen. Piar, Fumillante, Invincible, Insur- 
gente, Venganza. 

Translated for the American. 
BULLETIN OF THE ARMY AGAISNT GUAYANA. 
No. 8. 

The general in chief hearing of the enemy 
being informed that our forces were xt such a dis- 
tance, might have landed in San Miguel del Puer- 
to de las Tablas, and beat the division stationed 
there to protect that place, marched rapid'y with 
the troops mentioned in the last bulletin—but 
notwithstanding his celerity he could not arrive 
till after the convoy of the enemy had passed the 
Castles of the old Guayana. : 

Asthe object of his Execllency was to draw him 
towards the position he had chosen, and to keep 
him at & cistance from the strong holds and from 


had taken shelter. ‘The enemy stood this first . 
shock with an admirable firmness, but annoyed 
by our bavonets, which began to penetrate, he 
began to retire slowly in the same attitude by his 
right flank, and to give way to our t'vo e rons 
that had been repulsed ; this movement increased 
the fury of our soldiers, they redoubled the charge 
the enemy redoubled also his efforts. There was 
never an action so much hazarded, and a resist- 
ance se well supported. For more than a league 
he continued his retreat, surrounded by our 
treops, who inseparable fromthe column, and bold 
with rage, destroyed’ them with bayonets, es 
and lances—the first files did the same with the 
2d, and Sd and the 4th, till at last the enemy <lis- 
heartened, routed in every direction, and debili- 
tated by the great loss he had sustained, gave 
way; at that moment, clemency succeeded the 
fury, the scattered! were collected and made pri- 
sonets. : : 
Never was a victory more decisive—none has 
equalled it. The intrepid velocity with which 
our line marched, was such and so advantageous, 
that it gave no time to our artillery as.well xs that 





the borders of Oronoke, in order to deprive him 
ofan asylutn and fresh reinforcements. he remain- 





of the enemy, which were both placed in the 
centre to. be discharged—but what insured the 
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victory and terrified much, was the brisk and 
continual attack made upon the rear of the ene- 
my. ‘Gur dragoons charged and if they were re- 
pulsed, his excellency, the general in chief, was 
falling upon them, charging them anew. 


loss of the enemy was total and absolute, 
593 killed have been found on the field of battle; 
there are in our power 497 prisoners, amongst 
whom there are 200 Spaniards of the regiments 
of Barbastro—Castella, et Victoria; among the 
dead the chief of the Staff, Don Estaban Dias, the 
commander of the column of Chasseurs, Don 
Sylvester Jorentes, commander of the. battalion 
of Cachivi, Don Manuel Carmona, temporary com- 
mandant of the Hussars, bon Juan Munon, the 
commander of the escadron of St. Majeo Jose 
Forralva. Moreover all the officers of the infan- 
try and cavalry were killed, with the exception of 
11, who were made prisoners, of that number is 
the Ex-Governor of the province—Lieutenant 
colonel Don Nicholas Zerutti, who was taken pri- 
soner by the Major General Anzoategui, the ge- 
neral of the army, brigadier La ‘Torres, famous 
for his crimes and his robberies with which he 
has disgraced himself in the New Grenada, made 
his escape with fifteen or twenty cavalry, owing 
to the swiftness of the horses, but heaven has in 
store new punishments and ignominies for him ; 
we have A os 900 muskets with bayonets, an 
equal number of hats and cartridge boxes, a 4 Ib. 
piece of artillery in good order, two boxes of 
grenades, 25,000 musket cartridges, a quantity of 
sabres and carbines, three standards, two clario- 
nets, eight caronets, eleven boxes of wad, two 
fifes, and all the equipages and horses. Our loss 
amounts to 31 killed and 73 wounded. Among 
the former are the worthy commander of our 
right, colonel Pedro Chipia, and the captain of 
Chasseurs of the battalion Conquista de Guayana, 
graduated lieutenant colonel Jose Maria Landae- 
to, irreparable and severe loss; they were both 
steady supporters of the Republic—two officers 
eqnally commendable for their prudence, activity, 
talents and ralor—their memory will live forever, 
as well as the victory of the lith, to which they 
contributed so much by their efforts. Among the 
latter we have the 2d adjutant of the battalion of 
honor, Joaquin Moreno; one of the same rank 
of the escadron of Chaviripa, Manuel Lopez ; 
and the «standard bearer of the battalion Con- 
quista de Guayana, Jose Olivero. The army has 
surpassed itself in valor—chicfs, officers and sol- 
diers, without distinction, fulfilled and did more 
than their duty..Above all, our brave and iunmortal 
infantry deserve a most particular recommenda- 
tion. © The Alucran and tie Juncal were ouly fee- 
ble experiments of its intrepidity. Nothing can 
be compared to it, nothing can equal it. 
The surrender of the two Guayanas will be the 
result of this day; their feeble garrisons, aMlicted 
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with famine and plagre, will not be able to resist 
any longer, being destitute of provisions, and | 
without any hepe of succor. It is more than! 
probable that they will surrender, and the Ex- 
Governor Zerutti has offered it. . His Excellency 
is disposed to receive favourably the capitulations | 
they offer ; but if by a tenacious and obstinate 
blindness they intend to make a longer resistance, 
4n assault will render us masters of them. 

Head Quarters at St. Felix, April 12, 1817. 

(Signed) PEDRO BAIRD TRIO. 

True Copy, L. lnionr. 
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THE PRESIDENT’S TOUR. 


In continuing the journal of the President’s tour, 
we consult what we believe to be the general wish 
of our readers. We forbear to say any thing at 
present, as to the propriety of the parade and 
show which is exhibited by the citizens of every 
place through which he passes, believing it to be 
more within our province, to give a faithful re- 
cord of such proceedings, as actually take place, 
than to indulge in strictures upon them; we now 
take up the the journal where, we left off, and 
bring it up as far as our materials will permit. 


On Monday morning the 23d June, the Presi- 
dent left New-Haven, at an early hour. At 8 
o’clock he was in Durham, (a distance of 19 miles) 
where he was received with congratulations and 
joy—Here he was met by a committee from the 
citizens of Middletown who waited his arrival._— 
On his way thither he was attended by the Sheriff 
of the county with eight deputies bearing the 
insignia of office, preceded by the committee, es- 
corted by cavalry on horseback and in carriages. 
Within two miles ofthe Court House his approach 
was announced by nineteen guns. 

At a short distance from the South Bridge, near 
Wilkinson’s Factory, by particular request, the 
President, left his carriage and mounted a horse 
provided for the purpose. Another horse was in 
readiness for general Swift. Immediately after 
passing the bridge, the President was saluted b 
a body of troops composed of light infantry, n- 
fiemen, and infantry, which wheeled into open 
column and formed the rear escort—they were 
followed by a concourse of citizens on foot, who 
had arranged themselves in line on the left of the 
troops. Asthe whole moved up Main-street ano- 
ther salute of nineteen guns, the ringing of bells, 
and the display of flags, with the throng of spec- 
tators constantly increasing, testified the respect 
and gratification of the citizens at the-arrival of 
the Chief Magistrate of the United States. 

He alighted ‘at the Washington Hotel, where he 
was met by the Mayor, Aldermen and Common 
Council. ‘The troops, which had formed the es- 
cort, passed in review. 

When he was presented with the following 
Address of the Mayor, Aldermen and Common 
Council of Middletown : 


To James Monroe, President of the United States. 


The Mayor, Aldermen and Common Council 
of Middletown present you their sincere congra- 
tulations upon your arrival in this place. 

it is our delight and distinction as citizens of 
the United States, to see among us the Chief Ma- 
gistrate of our common country, wanting no other 
guards than public sentiment and reverence for 
the laws®™, ~ 

Appreciating the importance of establishments 
for territorial and maritime defence, we have the 
happiness of being assured that your present tour 
has primary reference to considerations so in- 
teresting to the national rights, and national ho- 
nor. 

With this assurance, we cherish the hope’that 

your progress may increase and confirm th€ har- 

mony of opinion thruughout the United States. 
A. MILLER. 





Middletown, June 23d, 1817. 
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THE PRESIDENT’S ANSWER. 
To the Mayor, Aldermen and Common Council of 
Middletown. 

Fellow Citizens—Your kind and friendly retep- 
tion commands my warmest acknowledgments. 

If I were a spectator only, instead of a party to 
this scene, I should be deeply affected by it— 
There can be no spectacle, more interesting 
to a generous mind, than that of a free and vir- 
tuous people, receiving with unfeigned demon- 
strations of respect and confidence a chief magis- 
trate, deriving his office from their voluntary  suf- 
frages. 

Aware of the great importance of the esta- 
blishment of adequate works of territorial and 
maritime defence, it is my object to give full ef- 
fect to the provisions made by law, for those purpo- 
ses. Should my efforts obtain the approbation of my 
country, and contribute in any degree to promote 
harmony of opinion among my fellow citizens so 
necessary to their prosperity and happiness, 1 
shall derive from their success the highest gratifi- 
cation. 

JAMES MONROE. 

After breakfast, the President and: suite, at- 
tended’ by general Humphreys, the Committee 
and the Sheriff with his Deputies, visited the im- 
portant Factories of North, Starr, and Johnson, 
employed in the fabrication of pistols, swords 
and rifles for the United States. 

On his return to the Hotel, the President par- 
took of an elegant collation, and immediately af- 
ter proceeded towards Wethersfield—as he passed 
he was again salutetl by the troops and the dis- 
charge of cannon. The Committee with a number 
of citizens accompanied him to Prospect Hill— 
the Sheriff with his Deputies and the escort of 
cavalry, attended him to Wethersfield, where he 
was met by the first company of the governor’s 
horse guards under the command of major Buck, 
and a large concourse of citizens, by whom he 
was conducted to the South Greenin the city of 
Hartford. On his arrival at the South Green, 
thef Hartford artillery, the East Hartford artil- 
lery, and the Simsbury artillery, honored him 
with a national salute. He was then received by 
the first company of the governor’s fcot guards, 
and five companies of infantry, under the com- 
mand of colonel Loomis, and a detachment of ca- 
valry under command of colonel Gleason, and the 
whole of;the immense assemblage of soldiers and 
citizens escorted the President over the city 
bridge, which was eiegantly ornamented with three 
lofty arches thrown over it, composed of ever- 
green and laurel—from the central one was sus- 
pended a label—* March 4, 1817.” He was then 
escorted to Morgan’s Coffee House, where he 
alighted, amidst a throng of soldiers and citiz¢ ns, 
more numerous than was ever before witnessed 
in that city.” 

Immediately on his alighting at his lodgings the 
members of the corporation proceeded thither, 
.and delivered by their senior alderman (the 
mayor being absent) the following address : 

TO THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES. 

Sir—The pleasing duty has devolved on us of 
presenting you the congratulations of the citizens 

of Hartford, on your arrival inthis city. It is with 
sentiments of regard for private worth, no less 
tivan respect for official dignity, that the personal 
pr esencevef the first magistrate of our nation is 
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The endearing relation which subsists between 
the’ people of a free country, and. their political 
father and guide, is peculiarly fitted to cherish and’ 
ennoble these sentiments. 

It is no léss our happiness, sir, than yours, that 
your administration has commenced at a period 
gilded by the recent exploits of our army and na- 
vy,and at the same time snjoving the tranquillity 
and security of peace ; when full scope is given to 
the enterprise, industry and skill of our citizens, 
in the employments of agriculture and manufac- 
tures; when the pursuit of science and the culti- 
vation of the arts of civilized life areencouraged 
by their appropriate rewards ; and when the spir- 
it of party, with its concomitant jealousies and 
misrepresentations, no’ longer “,render. alien to 
each other those who ought to be bound together 
by paternal aflection.” We anticipate in your ad- 
ministration, commenced under such auspices, 
and blessed with the smiles of him ‘whose do- 
minion is an everlasting dominion,” a period of 
glory to our country, and of honor to yourself. 

The state of Connecticut, as she was among the 
first to’ adopt the constitution of the United Statea, 
so will she always be among its most firm and 
zealous supporters. ' 

The people of this state, while they cherish a 
high spirit of freedom, are, from the force of our 
institutions and habits, distinguished also for 
their love of order and submission to the-laws. 
In pursuing a policy, which, as we confidently ex- 
pect, will give the best eftect, to the principles of 
our government ; establish commerce upon a per- 
manent basis ; render us strong and independent ; 
confer on us a distinct and elevated national char 
acter; and secure to our country those high advan- 
tages which seem destined for her by. providence, 
you may be assured of a hearty support. 

May heaven grant, sir, that your life may be 
long and happy ; and that the freedom and inde- 
pendence of our country may be perpetual. 

'  JO#IN MORGAN, 
In behalf of the mayor, aldermen, common 
council and freemen of the city ‘of Hartford. 
To which the president returned the ‘following 
answer :— . 
TO THE MAYOR, ALDERMEN, AND COMMON COUNCIL OF 


THE CITY OF HARTFORD. 


Fellow Citizens, 

I beg you to accept my grateful acknowledg- 
ments for the favorable sentiments which you 
have expressed towards me, and the kind and 
friendly manner in which you have received. me. 
No one can take more interest than Ido, in the 
present prosperous and happy condition of our 
country. Having witnessed two wars, attended 
with imminent distress, and which made a severe 
trial of our institutions, I sce, with the most heart- 
felt satisfaction, the happy consequences attend- 
ing our exertions, and which you have so justly 
described in the review you have takén of them. 
Blessed with peace; agriculture, the arts, and 
commerce flourishing; jealousies subsiding and 
our bond of union daily gaining strength, our situa- 
tion is peculiarly happy, and the prospect of its 
long continuance the most flattering. In a state 
where the arts and sciences are so happily culti- 
vated, and which has evinced so strong an attach- 
ment to the cause of liberty, full confidence is en- 
tertained, that it will always be found ameng-the 
most zealous supporters of that‘cayse, and of our 
most excellent constitution. Bay : 
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his chair, the chairman of the committee of the 
whole made his report, which was not acted upon 
until Thursday, the 4th of July. In the mean 
time Ihad written to press the attendance of 
Czxsar Rodney, the third delegate from Dela- 
ware, who appeared early on that day at the 
state-house, in his place. When the Congress 
assembled, the question was put on the report o 

the committee of the whole, and approved by 
every State. Of the members from Pennsylvania, 
the three first, as before, voted in the affirmative 
and the two last in the negative. John ‘Jickinson 
and Robert Morris were not present, and did not 
take their seats on that day. Casar Rodney, for 
the state cf Delaware, voted with me in the affirm- 
ative, and George Read in the negative. 

Some months after this, 1 saw printed publica- 
tions of the names of those gentlemen who had, 
as it was said, voted for the Declaration of Inde- 
pendence, and observed that my own name was 
omitted. Iwas nota little surprised at, nof could 
I ‘account for the. omission; because | knew that 
on the 24th of June preceding, the deputies from 
the committees of Pennsylvania, assembled in 
provincial conference, held at the Carpenter’s Hall, 
Philadelphia, which had met onthe 18th, & chosen 
me their president, had unanimously declared their 
willingness to concur in a vote of the Congress, 
declaring the United Colonies free and indepen, 
dent states, and had ordered their declaration to 
be signed, and their president to deliver it into 
Congress, which accordingly I did the day fol- 
lowing : I knew also, thrt a regiment of associa- 
tors, of which I was colonel, had, at the end of 
May before, unanimously made the same decia- 
tation. These circumstances were mentioned at 
the time to gentlemen of my acquaintance. The 
error remained uncorrected till the year 1781, 
when I was appointed to publish the laws of Penn- 
sylvania, to which 1 prefixed the Declaration of 
Independence, and inserted my own name, with 
the. names of my colleagues. Afterwards, in 
1797, when the late A. J. Dallas, Esq. then Se- 
cretary of the Commonwealth was appointed to 
publish an edition of the laws, on comparing the 
names published as subscribed to the Declaration 
of Independence, he observed a variance, and 
the omission, in some publications, of the name 
of Thomas M‘Kean ; having procured a certificate 
from the Secretary of State, that the name of 
Thomas M:Kean was affixed in his own hand writ- 
ing to the original Declaration of Independence, 
though omitted in thé journals of, Congress, Mr. 
Dallas then requested. an explanation of this cir- 
cumstance from me, and from my answer to this 
application, the following extracts were taken 
and published by Mr. Dallas in the appendix to 
the first volume of his edition of the laws : 

* For several years past I have beeh taught to 
think less unfavorably of scepticism than formerly. 
So many things have been misrepresented, missta- 
ted, and erroneously printed (with seeming au- 
thenticity) under my own eyes, as in my opinion 
to render those who doubt of every thing, not al- 
together inexcusable. The publication of the 
declaration of independence on the fourth day of 
July, 1776, as printed in the journals of Congress, 
vol. 2,p. 242, &e. and also in the acts of most pub- 
lic bodies, since, so far as respects the names of 
the delegates or deputies who made that decla- 
ration, has led to the above reflection. By the 
printed publications referred to, it would appear 
as if the fifty-five. gentlemen whosc names are 
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there printed, and none other, were on that da 
personally present in Congress, and assentin to 
the declaration ; whereas the truth is othepy; 
The following gentlemen were not members ee 
the fourth of July 1776, namely, Mathew Thom 


ton, Benjamin Rush, George Clymer, 

Smith, George Taylor, and Geekbe Tose ae 
quires. The five last named were not ¢ 
delegates until the twentieth of that month ; the 
first, not until the twelfth day of September fol 
lowing, nor did he take his seat in Congress until 
the fourth of November, which was four months 
after. The journals of Congress, vol. 2d, 

277, 442, as well as those of the assembly of the 
state of Pennsylvania, page 53, and of the general 
assembly of New-Hampshire, establish these fagts, 
Although the six gentlemen named had been ye. 
ry active in the American calise, and some of them 
to my own knowledge warmly in favor of its inde. 
pendence, previous to the day on which it was de. 
clared, yet I personally know that none of them 
were in Congress on that day. 

* Modesty should not rob any man of his} 
honor, when, by that honor, his modesty cannot 
be offended. My name is not in the printed jour. 
nals of Congress, as a party to the declaration of 
independence, and this, like an error in the first 
concoction, has vitiated most of the subsequent 
publications, and yet the fact is, that I was then a 
member of Congress, from the state of Delaware 
was personally present in Congress, and voted infa. 
vor of independence on the fourth day of July, 
1776, and signed the declaration after it had been 
engrossed on parchment, where my name, in my 


own hand writing, still appears. Henry Wisner, | 


of the state of New York, was also in Congress, 
and voted for independence. 

“1 do not know how the misstatement in the 
printed journals has happened. ‘The manuscript 
public journal, has no names annexed to the de. 
claration of independence, nor has the secret jour. 
nal; but it appears by the latter, that on the 
nineteenth day of July, 1776, the Congress, di- 
rected that it should be engrossed on parchment, 
and signed by every member, and that it was so 
produced on the second of August. and signed. 
‘This is interlined in the secret journal, in the 
hand writing of Charles Thompson, Esq. the se- 
cretary. The present secretary of state of the 
United States, and myself, have lately inspected 
the journals, and seen this. . ‘The journal was first 
printed by Mr. John Dunlap, in 1778, and, pre- 
bably, copies with the, names then signed to it 
were printed in August, 1776, and that Mr Dun 
lap printed the names from one of them.” 

Your most obedient servant, 
THOS. M‘KEAN. 





SOUTH AMERICAN AFFAIRS. 

We have been politely furnished by a gentle- 
man who arrived in the Bay in the Buenos Ayrean 
brig Patriota, (says the Baltimore American) with 
the following interesting information relative to 
the affairs in South America: 

* On Ist of June inst. a Spanish squadron passed 
the Island of Margaretta, consisting of 20 sail and 
2500 men, under the Bourbon Flag, and anchored 
in Cumana, after plundering several fishing boats 
and pressing a number of fishermen and commit- 
ting numerous other depredations against the ci- 
tizens ; by the last account they had not disem- 
barked, as they were in an unhealthy state, and 
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finding that Gen. Arismendi was determined to 
dispute the ground with them. : 

A few days previous to the sailing of Admiral 
Brion, from Pampatar, he received despatches 
from Gen. Bolivar, requesting two men of war and 
four gun-boats to enter the Oronoko in order to 
intercept the royal tyrants of Spain, which em- 
barked in some merchant vessels from the Gua- 
varias previous to its capture, and now laying at 
Angostura, with all their riches, supposed to 
amount to four millions of dollars. 

Gen. Bolivar only awaits the answer of Admiral 
Brion, to advance on Angostura, the only place 
that rémains in the hand of the tyrants in. that 
quarter where there remains no doubt of his 
success.” 

ARMY. 

2 list and, situation of the Refublican Armies of 
South America, in the Provinces of Venezuela 
and Guayana: F 
Gencral Simon Bolivar, at the head of the main 

army, his head quarters at the Meza before An- 

gostura, besieging new and old Guayana, with 

the divisions under Generals Piar, Arismendi, Ce- 
deno, Bermudez, Valdez—strong about 7000 men, 
infantry and cavalry, 

General Paes with the armies of Lower Apure, 
about 6000 strong mostly cavalry. 

General Surasa, at Chayana, in the Province of 
Barcelona, rear of Caraccas, with cavalry and 
about 6V0 infantry. ‘ 

General Monagas, in the rear of Barcelona, with 
*00 cavalry and 300 infantry. 

General ‘Marino, in the Province of Cumana, 
with 2500 infantry and 300 cavalry. 

General Raxas, at Maturin, with 700 cavalry 
and 2U0 infantry. ‘ 

NAVY. 

. 1 list of Vessels under the command of Admiral Brion 

"with a complement of 3500 men, destined for the 
Oronoko —sailed from Carupano on the 6th of 
June, 1817 :-— 

Sloops of war.—Congress, Indio, Libre. : 

Brigs—America, Libre, Conquestador, Vali- 
ente, Terrible, Formidable, Carpolican. 

Hermaphrodite Superbe. 





Schooners—Centaur, Jupiter, Guerriere, Brion, 
Gen. Marino, Tarta, Gen. Arismendi, Constitu- 
tion, General Carasa, Condor, Venganza, Cone- 
sor. 

Sloop Aurora. 

Gun-Boute—St: Anna, Una Del Sita Del Vaile, 
Ta Perla, Devastadora, Felix, St. Joseph, Venga- 
dor, Gen. Piar, Fumfiliante, Invincible, Imsur- 
gente, Venganza. 

Translated for the American. 
BULLETIN OF THE ARMY AGAISNT GUAYANA. , 
No. 8. : 

The general in chief hearing of the enemy 
being intormed that our forces were at such a dis- 
tance, might have landed in San Miguel del Puer- 
to de las Tablas, and beat the division stationed 
there to protect that place, marched rapidly with 
the troops mentioned in the last bulletin—but 
notwithstanding his celerity he could not arrive 
till after the convoy of the enemy had passed the 
Castles of the old Guayana. 

As the object -of his Excellency was to draw him 
‘towards th»: position he had chosen, and to keep 
him at a distance from the strong holds and from 
the borders of Oronoko, in order to deprive him 
efan asylum and fresh reinforcements, he remain- 
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ed immoyable until the 11th, at 12 o’clock, when 
our advance observing parties, in San Miguel, 
were apprised of the approach of the enemy to 
that place—whatever efforts the army could make 


i|to occupy the Grand Bank, situated between him 


and that place, we never could succeed, because 
he had anticipated our arrival there : it became, 
therefore, necessary that the army should make 
a movement upon the left, in order to take pos- 
session of the other bank, less spacious but 
equally level and clear—in executing this maneu- 
vre, the enemy, who was in front, formed him- 
self in close column, detached 50 hussars’ to mo- 
lest us in the rear, when his Excellency marched 
in person with a picquet of his guard, and checked 
them—our line of battle being formed, the various 
corps of the army were placed according to the 
following order: The battalion of the leeward 
under the orders of Col. Chipia, to the right ; 
that of honor of the commander in chief under 
those of the Col. Salon in the centre—to the tef¢ 
that of the conquered Guayana, commanded by 
the Col. Torris : the escadron of dragoons by the 
general in chief, under the orders of the com- 
mandant Miya, to the right of the’ battalion of 
the leeward—the graduated Col. Hérnandez, with 
that of Chayaripa, to the left of that of the con- 
quered Guayana, and that of Cayeara in the re- 
serve, under the orders of the temporary com- 
mandant Riobueno. The hussars being driven, 
and our line established, the column of the ene- 
my, preceded by a gueWilla of 180. chasseurs, 
and supported in his flanks by 180 horsemen, put 
itself in motion, turning obliquely in order to take 
us in flank by our left—then his Excellency gave 
orders to the army to file off by that wing in order 
to occupy the height of the bank, toward which 
the enemy was directing his march—on our arrival 
at the spot our left met the enetay at half gun 
shot : it fronted him, made the first discharge and 
without tarrying and making another fire with fixed 
bayonet and supported by our centre, charged the 
front:of the column. 

Our right attacked the left flank—the escadrons 
under the order of the Major General, attacked 
on the left, and his Excellency, with an escadron of 
his guard on the rear, where the enemy’s cavalry 
had taken shelter. The enemy stood this first 
shock with an admirable firmness, but annoyed 
by our bayonets, which began to penetrate, he 
began to retire slowly in the same attitude by his 
right flank, and to give way to our two escadrons 
that had been re bets this movement increased 
the fury of our soldiers, they redoubled the charge 
the enemy redoubled also his efforts. There was 
never an actionso much hazarded, and a resist- 
ance so well supported. For more than a league 
he continued his retreat, surrounded by our 
troops, who inseparable fromthe column, and bold 
with rage, destroyed them with bayonets, sabres 
and lances—the first files did tlre same with the 
2d, and 3d and the 4th, till at last the enemy dis- 
heartened, routed in every direction, and debili- 
]tated by the great loss he had gustained, gave 
way; at that moment, clemency succeeded ‘the 
fury, the scattered were collected and made pri- 
soners. 

Never was a victory more decisive—note has 
equalled it. The intrepid velocity with which 
our line marched, was such and so advantageous, 
that it gave no time to our artillery as well us that 
of the encmy, which were both placed in the 








centre to be discharged—but what insured the 
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victory and terrified much, was the brisk and 
continual attack made upon the rear of the ene- 
sa@nv. Our dragoons charged and if they were re- 
ulsed, his excellency, thé general in chief, was 
‘alling upon them, charging them anew. 


The loss of the enemy was total and absolute, 
593 killed have been found on the field of battle; 
there are in our power 497 prisoners, amongst 
whom there are 200 Spaniards of the regiments 
of Barbastro—Castella, et Victoria; among the 
dead the chief of the Staff, Don Estaban Dias, the 
commander of the column of Chasseurs, Don 
Sylvester Jorentes, commander of the battalion 
of, Cachivi, Don Manuel Carmona, tempotary com- 
mandant of the Hussars, Don Juan Munon, the 
commander: of the escadron of St. Majeo Jose 
Forralva. Moreover all the officers of the infan- 
try and-eavalry were killed, with the exception of 
11,’ who were made prisoners, of that aumber is 
the Ex-Governor of the province—Lieutenant 
colonel Don Nicholas Zerutti, who was taken pri- 
soner by the.Major General Anzoategui, the ge- 
neral of the army, brigadier La Torres, famous 
for his..crimesand his robberies with which he 
has disgraced himself in the New Grenada, made 
his escape with fifteen or twenty cavalry, owing 
to the swiftness of the horses, but heaven has in 
store new punishments and ignominies for him ; 
we have taken 900 muskets with bayonets, an 
equal number of hats and cartridge boxes, a 4 lb. 
piece of artillery in good order, two boxes of 
grenades, 25,000 musket cartridges, a quantity of 
sabres and carbines, three standards, two clario- 
nets, cight caronets, eleven boxes of wad, two 
fifes, and all the equipages and horses. Our loss 
amounts to 31 killed and 75 wounded. Among 
the former are the worthy commander of our 
right, colonel Pedro Chipia, and the eaptain of 
Chasseurs of the battalion Conquista de Guayana, 
graduateti lieutenant colonel Jose Maria Landae- 
to, irreparable andsevere loss ; they were both 
steady. supporters of the Republic—two officers 
equally commendable for their prudence, activity, 
talents and valor—their memory will live forever, 
as wellasthe victory of the 11th, to which they 
contributed so. much by their eiforts. Among the 
latter we have the 2d adjutant of the battalion of 
honot, Joaquin Moreno; ‘one of the same rank 
of the~escadron ‘of Chaviripa, Manuel Lopez; 
and the standard bearer of the battalion Con- 
quista de Guayana, Jose Olivero.. The army has 
surpassed itself in valop—chiefs, officers and sol- 
diers, without distinction, fulfilled and did more 
than their duty. Above all, our brave and immortal 
infantry deserve a most particular recommenda- 
tio: The Jlacran and the Juncal were only fee- 
ble experiments of its intrepidity. Nothing can 
be compared to it, ncthing can equal it. 

The surrender of the two Guayanas will be the 
result of this day; their feeble garrisons, afflicted 
with famine and plague, will not be able to resist 
any longer, being destitute of provisions, and 
without any hope of ‘succor. It is more than 
probable that they will surrender, atid the Ex- 
Governor Zeratti has offered it. His Excellency 
is disposed to receive favourably the capitulations 
they offer ; but if by a tenacious and obstinate 
blindness they intend to make a longer resistance, 
an assault will render us masters of them. 

Head Quarters at St. Felix, April 12, 1817. 

(Signed) . PEDRO - BAIRD €RIO. 

True Copy, L. Prior. 


THE NATIONAL REGISTER. 
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THE PRESIDENT’S TOUR. _ 


In continuing the journal ofthe President’stogp, 
we consult what we believe to be the general wish 
of our readers. We forbear to say any thing wt 
present, as to the propriety of the parade and 
show which is exhibited by the citizens of 
place through which he passes, ‘believing it to be 
more within our province, to give a faithful re. 
cord of such proceedings, as actually ‘take place, 
than to indulge in strictures upon them ; we now 
take up the the journal where we left off, and 
bring it up as far as our materials will permif, 


On Monday morning the 23d June, the Preg. 
dent left New-Haven, at an early hour. At 8 
o’clock he was in Durham, (a distance of 19 mi 
where he was received with congratulations and 
joy—Here he was met by a committee from the 
citizens of Middletown who waited his arrival. 
On his way thither he was attended by the Sheriff 
of the county with eight deputies bearing the 
insignia of office, preceded by the committee, es. 
corted by cavalry on horseback and in carriages, 
Within two miles of the Court House his approach 
was announced by nineteen guns, 

At a short distance from the South Bridge, near 
Wilkinson’s Factory, by pafticular request, the 
President, left his carriage and mounted « horse 
provided for the purpose. Another horse was in 
readiness for general Swift. Immediately after 
passing the bridge, the President was saluted b 
a body of troops composed of light infantry, ri. 
flemen, and infantry, which wheeled into open 
column and formed the rear escort—they were 
followed by a concourse of citizens or foot, who 
had arranged themselves in line on the left of the 
troops. As the whole moved up Main-street ano- 
ther salute of nineteen guns, the ringing of bells, 
and the display of flags, with the throng of spec. 
tators constantly increasing, testified the respect 
and gratification of the citizens at the arrival of 
the Chief Magistrate of the United States. 

He alighted at the Washington Hotel, where he 
was met by the Mayor, Aldermen and. Common 
Council. The troeps, which had formed the es. 
cort, passed in review. 

When he was presented with the following 
Address of the Mayor, Aldermen and Common 
Council of Middletown : 


To James Monroe, President of the United Statexs 


The Mayor, Aldermen and Common Council 
of Middletown present you their sincere congra- 
tulations upon your arrival in this place. 

It is our delight and distinction as citizens of 
the United States, to see among us the Chief Ma- 
gistrate of our common country, wanting no other 
guards than public sentiment and reverence for 
the laws. 

Appreciating the importance of establishments 
for territorial and maritime defence, we have the 
happiness of being assured that your present tour 
has primary reference to considerations so- in- 
teresting to the national rights, and national ho- 
nor. 

With this assurance, we cherish the hope that 
your progress may increase and configm’the har- 
mony of opinion throughout the United States. 

A. MILLER. 

Middletown, June 23d, 1817. 
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THE PRESIDENT’S ANSWER. 
To the Mayor, Aldermen and Common Council of 
Middictowzr. 

Fellow Citizens—Your kind. and friendly recep- 
tion commands my warmest acknowledgments. 

If] were a spectator only, instead of a party to 
this scene, I should be deeply affected by it— 
There can be no spectacle,’ more interésting 
to.a generous mind, than that of a free and vir- 
tuous people, recciving with unfeigned demon- 
strations of vespect and confidence a chief magis- 
trate, deriving his office from their voluntary suf- 
frages : 

Aware of the great importance of the esta- 
blishment of adequate works of territorial and 
maritime defence, it is my object to give full ef- 
fect tothe provisions made by law, for those purpo- 
ses. Should my efforts obtain the approbation of my 
country, and contribute in any degree to promote 
harmony of opinion among my fellow citizens so 
necessary to their prosperity and happiness, 1 
shall derive from their success the highest gratifi- 
cation. 

: JAMES MONROE. 

Afttr breakfast, the, President and suite, at- 
tended by general Humphreys, the Committee 
and the Sheriff with his Deputies, visited the im- 
portant Factories of North, Starr, and Johnson, 
employed in the fabrication of pistols, swords 
and rifles for the United States. ., 

On his return to the Hotel, the President par- 
took of an elegant collation, and immediately «f- 
ter proceeded towards Wetherstield—as he passed 
he was again saluted by the troops and the diis- 
charge of cannon. The Committee with a number 
of citizens accompanied him to Prospect Hill— 
the Sheriff with his Deputies and the escort of 
cavalry, attended him to Wethersfield, where he 
was met by the first company ef the governer’s 
horse guards under the command of major Bnck, 
and a large concourse of citizens, by whom he 
was conducted to the South Green in the city of 
Hartford. On bis arrival at the South Green, 
the’ Hartford artillery, the East Hartford artil- 
lery, and the Simsbury artillery, honored him 
with a national salute. He was then received by 
the first company of the governor’s fcot» guards, 
and five companies of infantry, under the com- 
mand of colonel Loomis, and a detachment of ca- 
valry under command of colonel Gleason, and the 
whole of the immense assemblage of soidiers and 
citizens escorted the President over the city 
bridge, which was eicgantly. ornayented with three 
lofty arches thrown .over it, composed of ever- 
green and laurel—froim the As one was sus- 
pended a label—* March 4, 1817.” - Ue was then 
escorted to Morgan’s Coffee House, where he 
alighted, amidst a thfong of soldiers and citizens, 
more numerous than was ever before witnessed 
in that city.” 
Immediately on his alighting at his lodgings the 

members of the corporation proceeded thither, 

and delivered by their senior alderman (the 
mayor being absent) the following address : 
TO THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES. 

Sir—The pleasing duty has dévolved on us of 

presenting you the congratulations of the citizens 


of Hartford, on your arrival in this city. It is with” 


sentiments of regard for private worth, no less 
than respect for official dignity, that the personal 
presence of the first magistrate of our nation is 
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The endearing relation which subsists between 
the people of a free country, and their political ° 
father and guide, is peculiarty fitted to cherish ahd 
ennoble these sentiments. 
It is no less our happiness, sir, than yours, that 
your administration has commenced at a period 
gilded by the recent exploits of our army and na- 
vy, and at the same'time enjoying the tranquillity 
and security of peace ; when full scope is given to 
the enterprise, industry and:skill of our citizens, 
in the employments of agriculture and manufac- 
tures; when the pursuit of science and the culti- 
vation of the arts of civilized life are encouraged 
by their appropriate rewards; and when the spir- 
it of party, with its concomitant: jealousies and 
misrepresentations, no longer “render aliew to 
each other those who ought to be bound together 
by paternal affection.” We anticipate in your ade« 
minisiration, commenced under such auspices; 
and blessed with the smiles of him “ whose: do- 
minion is an everlasting dominion,” a period of 
glory to our country, aud of honor to yourself. 
The state of Connecticut, as she was among the 
first to adopt the constitution of the United States, 
so will she always be atndng’ its most firm and 
zealous supporters. ’ 
The people of this state, while they cherish a 
high spirit of freedom, are, from the force of our 
institutions and habits, distinguished also for 
their love of order and submission to the laws. 
In pursuing a policy, which, as we confidently ex- 
pect, will give the best effect, to the pyinciples of 
our government ; establish commerce upon a per- 
mancut basis ; render us strong and independent ; 
confer on us a distinct and elevated national char- 
acter; and secure to our country those high advan-"" 
tages which seem destined for her by providence, 
you may be assured of a hearty support. 
May heaven grant, sir, that your life may be 
long and happy ; and that the freedom and inde- 
pendence of our country may be perpetual. 
, JOHN MORGAN, 

In behalf of the mayor, aldermén, common 

council and trvecmen of the city of Hartfora. 
To which the president returned the following 
answer :— 


TO THE MAYOR, ALDERMEN, AND CQMMON COUNCIL OF 
THE CITY OF HARTFORD. 


Fellow Citizens, 

I beg you to accept my grateful acknowledg. 

ments for the favorable’ sentiments which you 

have expressed towards me, and the kind and 

friendly manner ‘in which you have received me. 

No one can take more intérest than Ido, in the - 
present prosperous and happy condition of our 

country. “Maving witnessed two wars, attended 
with imminent distress, and which made a severe 

trial of our institutions, I see, with the most heart- 
felt satisfaction, the happy consequences attend- 
ing our exertions, and which you have sq ‘justly 

described in the ‘review you have taken of thens. 
Blessed with peace; agriculture, the arts, and 
commerce flourishing; jealousies subsiding and 
our bond of union daily gaining strength, our situa 
tion is’ -peculiarly happy, and the prospect of its 
long continuance the most flattering. In a state 
where the arts aud sciences are so happily culti- 
vated;and which has evinced so strong an attach 
ment to the cause of liberty, full confidence is*en- 
tertained, that it will always be found among the 
most zeajpus supporters of that. cause, and of our 
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associated. 


most excellent constitution. 








In the evening the President visited the inte- 
resting institution for the Deaf and Dumb; and 
after a full examination, expressed himself highly 


gratified with the progress of the pupils. 
Tuesday 24th. 


in carriages. 
half a mile. 

to town. 
deral salute from an artillery company. 


of citizens. 


* The following address was then delivered by 
the chairman of the committee, to which the pre- 
sident returned a verbal answer, a Written one not 


having been asked for or expected. 
TO TAR PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES! 

May it please your Excellejcy, 

We wait on you as acommittee in behalf of the 
poop of this, and the neighboring towns, cordial- 
\v to welcome your arrival, within the limits of the 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts. 

Of such extent is the country over which, by 


the voice of the people, according to our excel- 
Jent constitution, you are called to preside—so va- 


rious and all important are the duties of your high 
station, that but asmall portion of ourcitizens could 


ever expect the honor and favor of personally 


Knowing the their Chief Magistrate. 

When your Excellency’s intention to visit the 
Northern States, during this season—and the 
other States, of the Union, whénever your cares 
and arduous labors at the seat of government 
would admit of your leaving it, was annouced, we 
contemplated it with pleasure, as having a tenden- 
cy to draw still closer that bond of union, which 
ought never to be broken, or even relaxed, by the 
intrigues of foreign nations, or the faults and follies 
of our own. 

In personally viewing the various establishments 
made by the government of the United States 
since the adoption of the Constitution, for the se- 
curity and defence of our country, we sincerely 
hope your, Excellency will see much to approve ; 
and that in this place, you will find the efforts made 
to relieve us from that dependence on other na- 
tions, for implements of war, (so painful to us dur- 
Ing our. struggle for independence,) not unworthy 
of vour notice and approbation. 

We ardently wish your Excellency prosperity in 
your journeying—perfect . self-complacency in 
your administration of the government; and un- 
der the smiles of a kind Providence, personal 
blessings. 

And we are with the highest respect, 

Your obedient servants, 
THOMAS DWIGHT, 
ROSWELL LEE, 
JOHN INGERSOLL, 
SALMUEL LATHROP, 
JOSHUA FROST, 
Springfield June, 24, 1817, 

The president and suite went on horseback, 
escorted as before to view the public works of 
the United States. When he reached the public 
en on the hill, he was again received with a 
ederal sulute. On his return to the Inn,410 child- 
ren assembled from the several schools™ the vil- 
lage, passedin procession before the door of the 


Committee. 


This morning at 5 o’clock the 
President left Hartford, and arrived at the line of 
Massachusetts about 9 o’clock, where he was met 
by an escort from Srninericcp and its vicinity coa- 
sisting of about 60 gentlemenon horseback many of 
whom were in a military dress, and many citizens 

This retinue extended more than 
In this manner he was introduced ia- 
At the bridge he was greeted with a fe- 
At capt. 
Bennett’s Inn he was received by a large concourse 
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inn, where the President was standingto view th 

as they were passing. One of the committee a . 
to the President, “ We heve present to your Excel, 
lency the hopes of our country, and we Baan 
deavoring to train them up in the nurture end a 
monition of the Lord, and in the pure Principles of 
separa Se which the Pres} 
replied— ‘I am much pleased and gratified yj 
their appearance, and pray God eae 
and you, and carry your good design into effec.” 

After dining, the President left town about fou» 
o’clock, P. M. on his way to New-London, escort, 
ed by about forty gentlemen on horse-back, to 
line of Connecticut on the east side of the tiver 

On Wednesday the 25th, the President arrived 
at New-London, was presented with an address, to 
which he returned an answer. 

After the ceremonies of his reception, the 
president visited the forts, &c. and examined the _ 
river Thames for some miles upwards. 

After which, on Friday morning at six o'clock, 
he was received under a national salute on board 
the Enterprize sloop of war, which immediate} 
weighed anchor, and proceeded out of the harbor 
accompanied by the other vessels of the United 
States, which had been ordered there for the 
purpose. A salute was fired from Fort Trumbylj 
as they passed. 

We learn that the fleet proceeded to the en. 
trance of Gardiner’s Bay, and, after the president 
had inspected that commodious bay for shipping, 
he proceeded to Stonington, where a national g. 
lute was fired, and where he landed and spent the 
night. At sunrise on Saturday he sailed for 
Newport. 

We have received no particulars of his recep. 
tion, or the respect paid to him at Newport or 
Bristol, in his tour of Rhode-Island. But com. 
mon fame (says the Boston Centinel of the 5th 
instant,) speaks of them as being apposite and 
hospitable. 

The President arrived in Providence R. L on 
evening of the 30th June. On his landing from 
on board of the Steam-Boat, he was welcomed by 
the committee of arrangements, and at the same 
time the bells were set ringing, and salutes were 
fired from the artillery» He was then escorted to 
his lodgings by a procession formed for that pur. 
pose. Assoon as he arrived at the Hotel, he took 
a station in the piazza, with general Howell on 
his right, and governor Fe ‘ner on the left, to gma- 
tify the curiosity of the citizens. In the levee 
room many of the revolutionary officers and ¢- 
tizéens were introduced ; where he received the 
address the committee had prepared, to which he 
gave a suitable reply (neither of which have we 
seen.) On the Ist July, all who wished it, were 
introduced. At 9 o’clock, he mounted on horse- 
back and rode through the principal streets, visit- 
ed the public places, and at 11 o’clock he left 
town in a carriage prepared for that purpose. 

The President on his arrival at the line of the 
state, was received by colonel Sumner, Aid de 
camp to his excellency the Governor, who by 
his command, bid the President welcome to 
Massachusetts, requested him to accept the es- 
cort which the Governor had ordered for him 
through the state, and offered his services as aa 





attendant on the President on his way to the C 

ital, which was accepted, and the attention of the 
Governor acknowledged by the President with 
the greatest urbanity. After this ceremony, the 









President reviewed a body of the militia under 


s 
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the command of brigadier general Lincoln, of the 
fifth division, consisting of a detachment of caval- 
ry of fifty eight rank and file, under the command 
of captain Hunt, of Seekonk. Captain Waiker’s 
company of artillery, from Norton, a company of 
light infantry from Easton, under command of 
lieutenant Alger, a company of light infantry, 
from Rehobath, under the command of captain 
Carpenter, and a rifle company from Attlebo- 
rough, under the command of captain Dagget, 
forming a battalion, under the command of co onel 
Leach, of Easton; after receiving the marching 
and standing salutes, the officers and many of the 
citizens of the neighborhood, were introduced to 
the President, who then visited the extensive 
cotton factory, under the agency of Timothy 
Green, captain Hunt’s cavalry then escorted the 
President, preceded by the Marshal of the dis- 
trict, to colonel Hatch’s, in Attleborough, through 
the fifth division. Following the President, were 
a number of citizens of the towns of Seekonk and 
Attleborough, on horseback. Captain Hunt’s 
cavalry opened to the right and left, and the 
President, after passing through them, alighted 
and received the respects of a number of attend- 
ing citizens, gentlemen of that town. Ina few 
moments after, the President haying received the 
salutations of major general Crane, and briga- 
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through the guard, consisting of captain Tur- 
ner’s company of riflemen, from Randolph,: and 
captain Turner’s light infantry company, from 
Quincy. 
A few minutes past 12 o’oclock, the President 
reached the southern barrier of the town, and 
was met by the committee of arrangements, when 
the honorable Mr. Otis, from the committee, ad- 
dressed him as follows : 
sIR, 
You are now arrived within the limits of 
Boston, and these gentlemen are a committee, 
appointed to welcome your approach, and escort 
you to your lodgings. Upon your arrival there, 
they will avail themselves of your permission, to’ 
express to you,in a more formal and respecful 
mode, than can be done here, the assurance of 
their unfeigned satisfaction which the citizens of 
Boston realize in the honor you have been plea- 
sed to confer upon them by this visit. 
A procession was then immediately formed, 
and the illustrious visitant, escorted to the Ex- 
change Coffee House, in the following order : 
Cavalry escort under the command of major 
Phelps. ‘ 
Composed of the Boston Hussars, and the Boston 
’ Dragoons. 
James Prince, esquire, marshal of Massachusetts 





dier general Guild, of the second brigade, first 
division, was escorted through general Guild’s 
brigade, by a battalion of cavalry commanded by 
major Pond. At Wrentham, he reviewed the 
third regiment of infantry, commanded by colonel 
Gowen, and partook ofa collation providedin a 
style of village simplicity, by the Selectmen of 
that town.. At Walpole, he halted a few mo- 
ments at Clap’s inn, where a number of citizens 
of the neighborhood were introduced to him; 
and then continued his route to Dedham; where 
he arrived at 7 o’clock, P.M. His arrival was 
announced by a national salute from the battal- 
ion of artillery commanded by major Holbrook. 
He then reviewed the regiment of infantry com- 
manded by colonel Fisher ; a battalion of artille- 
ry commanded by major Holbrook, and the caval- 
ry commanded by major Pond; and took up his 
quarters for the night, at the elegant mansion of 
Mr. Dowse; where a committce from the town 
of Salem, major general Dearborn, anda great 
number of other gentlemen, paid their respects 
to him. It is but justice to the troops reviewed, 
to say that their,conduct was not only military, 
but highly exemplary. 

In the morning the President proceeded on to 
Mr. Polly’s inn, where a number of the citi- 
zens of the town and country, the officers of 
the army and navy, and about 150 of the offi- 
cers of the first division were introduced to 
him. Escorted by a battalion of cavalry, under 
the command of major Hollis, from general 
Dearborn’s brigade, the President, and commo- 
dore Bainbridge, general Miller, Mr. Mason, (his 
secretary) and colonel Sumner, his staff, (desig- 
nated by him for the occasion) followed by his 
suite, consisting of the officers of the army and 
navy of the United States, followed by major 
general Crane and the officers of the first divi- 
sion, anda number of the Citizens of Norfolk 
county, on horseback, proceeded to Roxbury, 
where he reviewed a regiment of infantry. com- 


district, and Samuel Bradfdrd, esquire, sheriff 
of Suffolk county. 

Part of the committee of arrangements. on horse- 

back. ; 
Honorable H. G. Otis, acting chairman, 

Two Marshals, 
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES 
On an elegant dun Courser, accompanied by 
General Swift and Mr. Mason. 
Two Marshals. 

Navy and Army officers of the United States. 
United States’ officers of the civil department. 
Colonel Freeman, Police Officer. 

Charles Bulfinch, esquire, Chairman, and residue 
of the Committee of Arrangements, in ¢ar- 
riages. 

Two Marshals. 
Honorable ‘Thomas H. Perkins, 
Leader of the Boston Cavalcade, attended by 
two Marshals. 
Boston Cavalcade. 
Major General Crane, Brigadier Generals Dear- 
born and Guild, and suites. 
Field, regitnental, staff, and company officers, of 
Norfolk Militia. 
Cavalry Corps of Norfolk. 
Squadrons of Cavalry from the first and second 
brigades, first division. 
Citizens of Norfolk and other counties, mounted. 
Line of carriages from Boston. 

Thus formed, the procession proceeded through 
Washington. street, and Orange street, to Boyl- 
ston market, thence through Boylston street, to 
an opening in the Commop between the Mall 
and Gun House, through’ lines formed by the 
Scholars of the different schools in Boston, attend- 
ed by their several Instructors, northwardly over 
the Common, towards the State House, to a point 
opposite the west end of Winter street, thence 
across the Mall, through Winter street, Marlbo- 
rough street, and Cornhill; north side of the old 
State House and State street, and by the east side 


manded by colonel Dudley, and a battalion of |] of Broadystreet, as far as Mil street ; thence by 
the west side of Broad street, to State street, and 


artillery, commanded by major Gale; from 





thence he proceeded to the Boston lines, passing 


by the south side of State street to the head of 
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procession, with the committee of arrangements, 
who were received by the Independent Company 
of Cadets, untler lieutenant colonel Rogers, with 
the customary salutes, and comlucted to the 
rooms, in the Exchange Coffee House, which had 
been provided for the President’s reception. 
During the march of the cavalcade, salutes 
were fired from Dorchester Heights, from the 
Common, Fort Independence, Navy Yard, and 
Seventy, Four gun ship. On_ passing through 
State street, which was fancifilly decorated with 
flags of the United States, a band of music, placed 
in the balcony fronting the Union Bank, saluted 
the President, as he passed, with a number of 
appropriate and patriotic airs. 
The numerous merchant vessels in our harbor, 
honored the occasion, by a display of their flags. 
A finer day could not have intervened to add 
brilliancy and eclat tothe interesting scence. 
The crowd of spectators in all the streets, 
through which the procession passed, and more 
perticulany on the Common, was much greater 
than has been witnessed, in this place, since the 
visit of the samtecd Washington. Notwithstand- 
ing this circumstance, the utmost decorum pre- 
vawed;' and‘ the procession was ° conducted, 
throughout, with an order, precision and regular- 
ity, that peculiarly marked the intelligence by 
which it wasdireeted. On entering:the Common, 
and passing through the lines, skirted and adorned 
by the youths of Boston, the pride and hope of 
“their, sires, and of the state, the scene became 
affectingly interesting, and was participated in, 
by amore numerous concourse of people, than 
we ever recollect to have seen on that green and 
picturesque area, ‘The houses, situated adjacent 
to the line of march, were filled to repletion. 


** You would have thought the very windows mov’d, 
‘To see him as he pass’d, so many young and old, 
Through casements darting their desiring eyes.” 

Shortly after the arrival of the President, at his 

rooms in the Exchange, he accompanied the Com- 
mittee of Arrangements to the second- gallery of 
that magnificfent building, where Mr. Bulfinch, 
the Chairman of that Committee, read to him an 
Addyvess, in behalf of the citizens of Boston, con-| 
gratilating him on his arrival within the metro- 
polis of Massachusetts; to which the President 
made an immediate reply. A large concourse of 
ladies and gentlemen, filling the Ist, 3d, and 4th 
galleri¢s, “as wellas the area. Colonel Austin, on 
the President's retiring; gratified the audience, by 
a second reading of tle address and answer, 
which were received by repeated bursts of accla- 
_Taation, 
TO THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES. 

Sir—The citizens of Boston, by their commit- 
tee, appointed for that purpose, beg leave to offer 
you their cordial and respeciful salutations, upon 
your arrival in this Metropolis. 

The visit with which you are pleased to honor 
them, recalls to the recollection of many, their 
interview with your illustrious predecessor, the 
Vather of his Country, on a similar occasion. They 
remember with gveat satisfaction, the hope, the 
confidence, and the fond anticipation of national 
prosperity which his presence inspired ; and it is 
now, sit, a subject of congratulation to you, and 
to themselves, that after tliirty vears of eventful 
experiment, during conflicts and revolutions, in 


nts, the! 


constitution, which was adopted under the : 


turity, and that in a season of profound peace hig 
successor is permitted, by the prosperous state of 


the extensive country over which he has 
been calied to preside. : 

Winile this journey affords to many of your fe. 
low citizens the opportunity and advantage of 
commencing with you a personal acquaintanee, 
which is always desirable between a people and 
their rulers, they rejoice at the same time in the 
belief, that the local information, relative to the 
great and various interests of the United States, 
which you will derive from actual observations 
will facilitate your arrangements for theit defence’ 
and security; and pines you to apply in practice, 
with additional confidence and success, those 
principles of an elevated and impartial policy, 
which you have been pleased to promulgate, ag 
the basis of your intended administration. 

Called to the service of your country at anear 
ly period of life, and distinguished in the arduouy 
struggle which obtained its independence ; your 
subsequent occupations, in successive important 
offices, and various departments, at home and 
abroad, ha.e aftorded you the means of becomin 
conversant with the foreign and domestic rela. 
tions of the nation; and with these qualifications 
you are now raised to the highest dignity, which 
can be conferred by a free people. 

These public claims to consideration and attens 
tion, from all descriptions of your fellow: citizens, 
are cheerfully admitted by the citizens of Boston; 
who are also desirous of evincing their res 
for the unblemished tenor of your private ae 
‘acter, and their sense ef the urbanity and hospi- 
\tality which peculiarly characterized your. deport. 

ment towards all those of your countrymen, who, 
| during the period of your foreign embassies, were 
so fortunate as to come within the sphere of your 
civilities and protection : 
lt is therefore, with real satisfaction, that they’ 
|receive you within the precincts of Boston; and 
they pray you to be assured, of their earnest soli- 
citude to contribute by all the means at their 
command, to your comfort and enjoyment during’ 
your residence in this town. 
They also, confiding in the rectitude of your, 
intentions, and trusting that the powers vested in» 
you by the constitution, will be exereised with # 
sincere regard to the welfare of the people, whose! 
precious interests are committed to your charge, 
avail themselves of this occasion, to express their 
ardent hope, that the favorable circumstances 


, 











which attend the commencement of your adminis! 


your guidance, concur to promote the advance. 
ment of our beloved country, to the highest pos 
sible condition of prosperity. a 
With these sentiments, they unite their be 

wishes for your health and happiness: and that 
the course and close of your administration may 


constituents, and the respxct of prosterity. 
By order of the committee, 

CHARLES BULFINCH, chairman. 
TO WHICH TRE PRESIDENT WAS PLEASED TO MAKE 
THE FOLLOWING REPLY : 
Fellow Citizens, 
The kind reception which you have given me, 








the old werld, which have threatened all, and 








on the part of the citizens ot Boston, and which 
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Congress street, where the President left the || subverted many of its ancient governme 


ces of that great man has acquired vigor and mg. - 


public affairs, to follow his example, in Visiting _ 


tration, may with the blessing of heaven, under’ - 


entitle you to the gratitude and affections of your 
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their conduct has'so fully confirmed, has made a 
deep and lasting impression on my mind, which 
you will have the goodness to communicate to 
them. wis , 

As no person is more willing than I am, in the 
discharge of my. duty, according to the fair exer- 
cise of my judgment, to take example from the 
conduct’of the distinguished men who have pre- 
ceded me in this high trust, it is particularly gra- 
tifying to me, to have recalled, by this incident, to 
the memory of many who are now present, a like 
yisit from the illustrious commander of our revo- 
lutionary army; whd, by many other important 
services, had so just a claim to’ the revered title 
of Father of his country. Ht was natural, that the 
presence of a citizen, so respected and beloved, 
who had so eminently contributed to the establish- 
ment of this governnrent, and to whom its admin- 
istration in the commencement, had been com- 
mitted, should inspire an enlightened, a virtuous 
and free people, with unlimited confidence in iis 
success; and itisa cause of general felicitation 
and joy to us all, to find that thirty years success- 
ful experiment, have justified that confidence, and 
realized our nfost sanguine hopes in its favor.— 
Yes, fellow citizens, we instituted a government 
for the benefit of all; a government which should 
secure to us the full enjoyment of all our rights, 
religious and civil ;-‘and it has been so adminis- 
tered.—Let us, then, unite in grateful acknowl- 
edgments to the Supreme Author of all good, for 
exiending to us so great a blessing. Let us unite 
in fervent prayers, that he will be graciously 
pleased to continue that blessing to us, ‘and to 
our latest posterity. 

I accepted the trust, to which 1 have been call- 
ed by my fellow citizens, with diffidence, becayse 
I well knew the frailty of human nature, and had 
often experienced my own deficiencies. I under- 
took this ‘tour, with a view, andin the hope, of ac- 
quiring knowledge which might enable me to 
discharge my various and important duties, with 
greater advantage to my country, to which my 
whole mind, and unwearied efforts shall always be 
directed. In pursuing objects so dear to us all, 
I rely with confidence on the firm and generous 
support of my fellow citizens, throughout our hap- 
py union. 

. JAMES MONROE. 

At five o’clock, the President sat down to din- 
ner with a number of his guests, among which 
were the committee of the town, the late presi- 
dent Adams, govérior Brooks, ‘lictitenant ‘gover- 
nor, Phillips, major general’ Dearborn, commo- 
dores Bainbridge and Perry, captain Hull, gene- 
ral Miller, President of Harvard University, the 
Judges of the United States and State courts; 
Members of the Executive ‘Council, Marshal of 
the District, and Sheriff of the County, President 
of the Senate and Speaker of the House of Repre- 
sentatives, several of the Reverend clergy ; and 
civil officers of the United States, and many of 
the civil and military officers of the state, and 
ethers, whose names we have not ascertained. 

At nine o’clock the next morning, the Presi- 
dent of the United States-and suite, accompanied’ 
by commodores Bainbridge, Hull and Perry, 
generals Dearborn and Miller, H..A. S. Dearborn, 
Esq. collector ofthe port, James Prince, Esq. 
marshal, several gentlemen of the committee of 
arrangements, &c. embarked at the long wharf 
and immediately proceeded to Long Island head. 
As they approached the Independence 74, her 
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yards were manned and she fired a sakite. After 
viewing the narrows and outer’ harbor, from 
Long Island head the president returned to Fort 
Independence, where, he landed under a salute, 
reviewed the troops and partook of a collation — 
He then visited Fort Warren, viewed the works; 
returned to town, and Janded at the long wharf 
under another salute from the Independence and 
Revenue Cutter, and arrived at the Exchange 
Coffee House at a quarter past twoo’clock. He 
again left it at twenty minutes before three, for 
the ‘seat of his excellency the governor in Med- 
ford. In the evening he visited the amphitheatre 


at Charlestown. _ 
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FOREIGN SUMMARY. 

ENGLAND. Fe ksi 
Oni the 4th of May, it:was officially announced ° 
at St. James’ Palace, that the king was in good- 
bodily health, but his disorder (which appears ‘to 


be entirely intellectual). is undiministted. «s+ 


The-General Committee of the Waterloo Sub- 
scription have-come to theresolution to allow: an 
annuity of 76 to every man ‘who 'lost.a littb'in the 
battle ; 710 per annum to:every widow; and for 
children according to age—/4 per annum tillsever 
years old, and up to / 15 to fourteen. %: 

There has lately been an exchange of prestnts 
between the Emperor of Russia and the Prince 
Regent of England. , 

London dates to the 13th of May have been re 
ceived at New York. His excellency Jouw Quin- 
cry Anams had taken his passage in the ship Wash - 
ington, for New York. , 

The London Globe of the 12th says “a report i 
in circulation that the United States-of America 
are endeavoring to obtain an establishment in the 
Baltic. A new treaty of commerce between them 
and Sweden has just been made public, Which 
it is said has existed some time. 

Thd House of Commons have refused to go in- 
to a committee ofthe whole on the Catholic ques- 
tion. The army estimates for the current year 
were proposed in the House of Commons on the 
12th. The proposed reduction for the current 
year is 55. 300 men and the estimate of expenses 
for the army for thia year is 1,800,000 pounds 
less than the -estimate for the last. 

The London Traveller, of the 13th May, states, 
on the authority of private advices from Hamburg, 
that serious differences had arisen between the 
‘courts of Stockholm ard Copeuhagen.. ‘Bhe em- 
peror of Austria is also stated to’ have taken pos- 
session of Rome. ; 

The probability of a war between Spain & Por- 
tugal is speken of, in consequence of. the latter 
entering into.a treaty with the insurgents. Ac- 
counts from Switzerland represent that country to 
be ina most distressed situation on account of a 
famine. ’ 

| ottteichematenal 
DOMESTIC SUMMARY. 
MASSACHUSETTS. 

The U. S. frigate Macedcnian, has lately under- 
gone a thofough repair at the Navy Yard of 
Charlestown, near Boston, and is represented to be 
now one of the firmest vessels in the service. 

Unexampled* Liberality—The Vreasorer of the 
Massachusetts General Hospital, yesterday receiv- 
ed ‘from a distinguished fellow-citizen, the pay- 
ment of the unexampled subscription of Livery 
Thousand Dollars to that Iastitution. 
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By an arrival at Boston some time since, from 
Halifax, welearn that a British frigate had sent 
into that port, twenty-two sail of American fishing 
vessels for infringement of what they call British 


rights to the fisheries. 
NEW-HAMPSHIRE. 

The legislature of this state adjourned on the 
28th ult. after passing about sixty acts and about 
as many resolves, mostly of a private and local 
nature ; allof which were approved by the Gov- 
ernor, except an act to prevent incestuous marti- 
ages and to regulate divorces, [which provided 
that when a husband or wife joins and lives with 
the Shakers six months, the other party might ap- 
ply tothe superior court and be divorced] and 
two other resolves of a private nature. 

The honorable Cizmenr Sroner, late Presi- 
dent of the Senate ofthis state, has been electeda 

‘- senator to congress, and the honorable JonaTHan 
Harver has been chosen President in his stead. 

Thirty thousand dollars have been appropriat- 
ed to build a state house, and eight thousand 
dollars for the use of the penitentiary. 


A donation of between four and five hundred |} 


books has: been made to Dartmouth University 
by agentleman of Massachusetts. 
. NEW-YORK,. 
CONSULAR OFFICE OF SPAIN.. 
New-York, June 26, 1817. 

Don Thomas Stoughton hereby gives public 
notice, that pursuant to the directions of the 
Ayuntamiento of Vera Cruz, communicated by 
the governor, under date of the Ist of April last, 
the temporary permission which was lately grant- 
ed for the admission of foreign vessels with provi- 
sions into the port of Vera Cruz, will cease 
from and after the Ist day of October next, 1817 
—and that no foreign vessels arriving at the said 
port after the said 1st of October, will be permit- 
ted to enter the same. 

SALEM, N. ¥. JUNE 27. 
The fourth of July 

Will be celebrated in Argyle, in the county of 
Washington, near the house of £li Gifford, where 
every preparation will be made to render the day 
agreeable. 


A sUBTERRANEOUS CANAL, which has been dug! 
through a hill in the vicinity, extending a distance ; 


of four hundred feet, and on an average of thirty 
feet below the surface of the ground, will, for the 
first time, be opened to the water on that day, 
with an apportunity of witnessing a performance 
which justly entitles the very few individuals, who 
have been instrumental in the‘completion of this 
arduous task, to the highest encomiums: and 
will furnish a practical demonstration, that nature 
has interposed but few obstacles which may not 
be surmounted by the exertions and perseverance 
of man. 

An address, it is expected, will be deliverd on 
the occasion. 
DANIEL SHIPHERD, 
SAMUEL T. SHLPHERD, 
RALPH CLARK. 
JESSE S. LEIGH, 
CUNSTANT STORRS, 
Cor. of arrangements. 

V. B. The attendance of citizens is generally 
solicited. ' 

‘ VIRGINIA. 

Spanish Consil’s Office, Norfolk, July 2, 1817. 
I am authorized to inform all whom it may con- 
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1 form a constitution and State government, in this 


|| Brandon, Joseph Johns. ; 
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quillity being happily restored in the ki 
New Spain, the port of Vera Cruz being ps ¢: 
in want of the supplies of provisions which van ’ 
allowed by a late ordinance of thie Ayuntamients 

of that city, to be introduced in foreign Vesse’ nh 
agreeably to’ the information given by the said 
governor to H. C. M’s. minister in the United 
States under date of the 22d October last; the 
same advises now, that on aécount of this politi: 

cal change, the aforesaid ordinance will expire ax 
months after the first of April last, so that no 
foreign vessel will be admitted in said port after 
the first day of October next. e 

I have likewise received official notice, that for. 
eign vessels will be admitted, for the present, in 
the ports of the province of Merida de Yuea 
with provisions only (wines and other liquors and 
skins only excepted) on paying the duties stipu. 
lated by the late regulations. 

Documents, will therefore be granted. to vessels 
bound to these ports, and to all others in the 
Spanish dominions where their admission will be 
permitted, at my office on Duke street. 

P. CHACON. Congyl. ’ 
GEORGIA, 

Milledgeville, June 17.—Information has beep 
received by the executive of Georgia, that a trea. 
ty is tobe held at Highwassee, the 20th inst. with 
the Cherokee Indians, to effect, if practicable, an 
exchange of territory with them. Gen. Jackson, 
of the army of the United States, the Governor of 
Tennessee, and Gen. Meriwether, of this state, are 
appointed commissioners for that purpose, by the 
general government. Georgia will get possess 
sion of much valuable land, should this arrange. , 
ment take place. 

MISSISSIPPE TERRITORY. 
The election of members for the convention to 





territory, took place on the first Monday in this i 
month. The following named gentlemen were 
elected to represent the several counties as follows 
viz: 

Adams ‘county—David Holmes, Josiah Simpson, : 
John Taylor, Edward Turner, James C. Wilkins, 
John Steel, Joseph Sessions, and Christopher Ran- 
kin. 

Jefferson county—Cato West, Joseph E. Davis, 
Cowles Mead, Hez. J. Balch. 

Claiborne county—Walter Leake, Thos. Barnes, 
Daniel Burnett, J. G. Clarke. 

Wilkinson county—George Poindexter, Daniél’ 
Williams, Jr. A. M. Scott, John Joor, Gerard 0 


Warren couty—Hi. D. Downs, A. Glass. 

Franklin county—J. Shaw, Ross. 

Governor M’Mrxw left this place on the 15th * 
June, under an appointment from the President f 
of the U. States, to act in conjuction with Generals. 
Jackson and Meriwether, in negotiating a treaty. 








with the Cherokee Indians; which was to com- 
mence on the 20th instant, at Highwassee. 





EDITOR’S CABINET. 


The American Drama.—All the nations of the 
earth, whose history is known to us, and which 
have attained any respectable degree of civiliza- 
tion, have, according to the mede of their re , 
spective generations, and the point of refinement 





cern, that in consequence of good order and tran- 





at which they have arrived, encouraged dramatic 
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representations. The Chinese, we are told, have 
their public recitations, by a single declaimer, who 
presents himself to the audience through a hole 
made in the centre of the stage :—the Moors had 
their Morris Dancers—more properly Moorish 
Dancers—from the chequered and motley-colored 
vestinentsof whom we have derived the fantastic] 
dress of our Harlequins, and probably the Harle- 
quin himself, if not the Pantomime. Even the 
church, in the ages ofits power, under the popes 
or bishops of Rome, has not disdained to borrow 
from the scenic art in order to soften the rigors 
of superstition, to enliven the gloom of monastic 
life, and dissipate the ennui of prelatical celibacy. 
It was an ingenious and useful invention of man- 
kind, to cause the errors and beauties of their 
passions, their vices and their virtues, to be pour- 
trayed to their minds without malignity, so that 
they might be induced to detest the one and to 
applaud the other. Upon this principle, doubt- 
less, was founded the practice which was usual 
with certain great lords in feudal times, when 
they retained jesters and minstrels, commonly the 
wisest, but, perhaps, the poorest, of their house- 
hold, who were allowed full freedom of tongue 
and lyre, to reprove the evil conduct of nobles, 
to excite them to deeds of renown, by narrating 
the achievements of their ancestors, to admonish 
them by moral allusions, and to awaken in their 
bosoms sentiments of humanity by tales of pity 
and ofwoe. If,as lord Bolingbroke affirms, “ History 
is Philosophy teaching by example,” may we not, 
with still more*propriety, assert, that the Drama 


‘ js amoral corrective, operating by the force of 


sentiment and contrasts, and reproving the levi- 
ties of youth and the foibles of age by the tart- 
ness of ridicule and the humor of burlesque ? 

The moderns are pleased to trace the origin 
of their theatrical representations up to the 
Greeks ; and unquestionably those of the latter, 
as well as those of the Romans, if not the very 
basjs of our present dramatic establishments, have 
furnished important hints for improvement: It 
would, however, be inconsistent with the*nature 
and the brevity of this article, to deduce the in- 
stitution of our stage from the Trygedy of Mount 
Icarus or the Tragedy of Diacri; from the ‘Song 
of the Vintage or the Song of the Goats; it is 
sufficient to state, what, indeed, is universally 
known, that the American Drama is essentially, 
in language, scenery, and decorations, that of 
Great Britain. With few exceptions, our plays 
are all English; and our playérs, more or less, 
natives of one or the other of the United King- 
doms. 

This imitation affords no just ground of reproach 
to'the chavacter of the American understanding. 





The morals, the manners, the habits, the preju- 
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dices, and passions, of the citizens of the United 


‘States and the subjects of Great Britain, are ra- 


dically the same. Theatrical laws and regulations 
were ready formed to our hands and to our taste; 
and the genius and wit of the mother country had 
furnished appropriate productions in abundance : 
we pursue a course in this case similat to that 
which we follow in another, and we import, 
and perhaps with more wisdom, our dramatic en- 
tertainments from London as we do a great por- 
tion of our hardware and clothing from Birming- 
ham, Sheffield, and Manchester. ‘ The intellect 
of Great Britain and Ireland is our lawful inherit- 
ance. What superior claim has an Englishman 
over that ofan American, to the works of Shakes- 


peare, Ben Johnson, Otway, Young, Sheridan, : 


and many others? In our turn we shall add to the 
capital stock ; and of these additions the British, 
public will have an equal right to partake. 


Society must reach a certain height of perfec. 


tion before the excellent writers of poetry or plays 
can appear in any nation. This fact is proved by 
the testimony of all..past times. What was the 
Greek theatre before the days of Euripides, 
JEschylus, Sophocles, Aristophanes and Menan- 
der? What-was the Roman stage before the 
appearance of Plautus and Terence? What that 
of France, before the period in which Corneille, 
Racine, Moliere, and Voltaire, wrote? The the- 
atre of England was barbarous previously to the 


age of Shakespeare and Ben Johnson; and, ! 


indeed, it did not reach its greatest degree of 
refinement until Garrick purified it, banished the 
starchness and monotony of Quin, and intro- 
duced a manner more true to nature and conso- 
nant to common sense*. if, during many ages of 
improvement and knowledge, the most enlighten- 
ed communities of the world have produced but 
few eminent dramatic authors and actors, what 
can be expected ofthe people of the United States, 
who only reckon about thirty-five years of ac- 
knowledged independent existence 2 

But we are improving in this respect ; and.the 
principal evidence of it is to be found in the di- 
minution of those mountebanks, rope-dancers, 
and slight-of-hand-men, who formerly so much 
infested our cities. A better taste is cultivated ; 
and an American audience is no longer satisfied if 

* Quin was very much provoked at the success which the 
new manner of acting introduced by Garrick met with ; 
and sneeringly said thatit was a new religion, of whieh the 
followers would soon get tired, and then they would return 
to the truechurch. Upon hearing of this observation, Gar- 
rick madethe following epigram : 


“ Pope Quin, who damns all churches but his own, 
Complains that Heresy infects the town ; 

That Whitfield Garrick has misled the age, 

And taints the sound Religion of the Stage. _ 
Schism, he eries, has turn’d the nation’s brain ; 
But eyes will open and to church again. 

‘Thou great infallible, forbear to roar, 

Thy bulls and errors are rever’d no more; _ 
When doctrines meet with general approbation, 

It is not heresy, but Reformation.” 
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the very best productions which are'brought for-, 


ward in the London Theatres are not introduced 
upon our own. Another proof is, that whenever 
the least portion of dramatic merit is shown by a 


citizen, it is. warmly and fondly cherished.- Far- 


ther than this we do not desire to see our coun- 
trymen go. , In that department of literature, as 
in others, we are not in the least disposed to en- 
courage nonsense because it is native. 

The chief cities of the’ Union enjoy the benefit 
ot respectable cqmpanies of comedians ; but none 
of these separate corps are perfect. A selection 
might, perhaps, be made from the whole, so as to 
form one very excellent company ; but, in that 
case, what would be left would be very far below 
mediocrity. Boston, New-York, Philadelphia, Bal- 
timore, and Charleston, monopolize the best ac- 
tors; except now and then, when a few of them 
make an excursion into the interior, driven fromthe 
principal cities by the tyranny of the managers, or 
drawn away by the ambition of becoming mana- 
gers themselves. We may, in some measure, 
jedge of the state of manners in the different 
parts of the United States by the points of ren- 
dezvous which the dramatic corps make. They 
do not frequent the District of Maine, Ver- 
monty Rhode Island, Connecticut, New-Jersey, and 
Delaware : but we find them sometimes in Ohio, 
often in Kentucky, in North Carolina, and Geor- 
gia. Weallude, in-this place; more particularly to 
the interior of the country. We have not observ- 
ed that they often visit the western and most 
fiourishing section of New-York; but understand 
that a permanent theatrical establishment is about 
fo take place at Pittsburg. The best company of 
players that have ever existed in one body in the 
United States, was, we conceive, that which was 
collected and brought over from Erigland, in the 
year 1794, by Wignell.and Reinagle : among these 
were Fennell, Green, Moreton, Whitlock, Mrs. 
Whitlock, “#raicis, (then in his prime,) Mrs. 
Francis, Marshall, Mrs. Marshal], Bates, Blissett,4 
and many others of good faculties fon their pro- 
fession. The deterioration which ‘that company 
suffered, from variots causes, has been subse- 
quently but poorly repaired. Wehave had, in- 
deed,’ Mrs. Merry, Cooper, and that singular 
actor Céoke; to whom imay be added Mr. Hol- 
man and his daughter, and a: few others of fine 
parts. Baht the profession obviously languishes 
for want of recruits. 

‘The Theatre of Washington, although metro- 
politan, is regarded by the dramatic corps as a 
mere provincial play-house, that serves to em- 
ploy the otherwise idle hours of summer. Messrs. 
Warren and Wood have only honored us two or 
three times with attention in their own proper 
persons ; and to such a height do they carry this 
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indifference, that, a few years ago, in the per. 
formance of “ Abzllino, the Great Bandit,” Mr 
Warren appeared to have nearly fillen asleep 
whilst personating the Duke. We ‘do not Know. 
however, that they are very censurable’ on this 
account : like all other men, they follow where . 
interest leads them ; and after reaping a dich 
harvest in Baltimore and Philadelphia, it is 

that they deem Washington too barren a waste 
for them to feed on. We are at present, never. 
theless, not-altogether without good performers, 
especially in farce arid broad comedy. As to high 
tragedy, we presume that is a forlorn hope — 
Mrs. Entwisle has gone westward ; and 4g for 
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male performers in that line, we apprehend there 
is not an individual of the ‘eompariy now here thy 
has any real pretension to tragic merit. But thére 
is sufficient talent, notwithstanding, to pregerye 
for the corps a respectable character. We ye. 
cognise, with pleasure, Mr. Jefferson and his & 
mily, and Mr. and Mrs.. Francis :. Mr. ‘Robigsoy 
is thought to have abilities. Even from Mr * 
Willis we may promise ourselves some ampise. 
ment ; for although he succeeds. in little else, it 
must be allowed, by all who have seen ‘hint, that 
he is inimitable in the laughter-moving muscular 
wrigglegf the head, when he chaunts the’ soul. 
rending ditty of “ Barney leave the Gals alone” 
If we have, in this article, said nothing of Mr. 
and Mrs. Burke, it is because we wish to see 








something of them for a few evenings before we 
deliver an opinion. This caution would be pro: 
per in ordinary caseg ; but it is peculiarly sowhien 
our judgement is liable to be biassed by’ the per. 
sonal beauty of the lady and the enchanting me. | 
lody of her-yoice. If we were too precipitate, and 
to decide more tpon hearsay than obseryation, 
we might overlook defects ; which, however, we 
have no reason to suppose exist. But accom- 
plished loveliness, like charity, may cover a mul- 
fitude of faults; and; on a short acquaintancesthe 
glare of powerful attractions may warp Pre 
ment. By those who know him, we-ate assure 
that M¥. Burke is entitled to much praise as ai 
actor in many excellent dramatic characters. / 


* Fora considerable time, during the last theatrical season, 
the Washington public did not discover the talent of Mc 
Willis ; but en hi8 coming out with * Barney,” &e. he was 
greeted with the most rapturous applaase. oh 


‘Presidential Tour—We might say in relation to 
the attentions that have been shown to the 
dent on his northern tour, the Zéon is lying down 
with the Lamb, if it were not that we should’ 
be at a loss to ascertain which of the parties, fe- 
publican or federal, would choose to be regarded 
as the Lion and which as the Lamb. 

Erratum.—The reader is requested to correct 
an error inthe last number of the Register. Ii 
the article respecting American Independénee, 





should be the 42d. imstead of the 41st. year. 
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